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ABSTRACT 


For  many  years  teachers  of  instrumental  music  have  expressed 
concern  over  the  number  of  students  who  withdraw  from  music  classes. 
With  the  withdrawal  rate  growing  each  year  it  is  increasingly 
difficult  to  prepare  adequately  for  each  succeeding  year's  program. 

The  fact  that  music  aptitude  tests  have  not  proven  too  successful  in 
eliminating  students  likely  to  drop  out  of  programs  has  stimulated 
the  present  research.  The  factor  of  personality,  being  another 
measurable  variable  in  each  student,  was  used  to  try  to  provide  teacher 
with  an  additional  instrument  to  predict  which  students  are  likely  to 
drop  out. 

Two  groups  of  students,  one  which  had  withdrawn  from  a  music 
program,  and  another  which  had  not,  were  tested  using  a  fourteen 
point  personality  test.  The  research  found  no  significant  difference 
between  the  personality  of  students  who  persisted  in  a  music  training 
program  and  those  who  dropped  out.  The  personality  of  students 
apparently  had  no  bearing  on  whether  or  not  they  dropped  out. 

One  conclusion  resulting  from  this  research  is  that  the  reasons 
students  stated  for  dropping  out  of  the  music  training  program  under 
study  were  more  important  to  success  prediction  than  the  personality 
factor . 

Although  the  study  did  not  show  any  difference  in  personality 
between  music  persisters  and  dropouts,  it  did  point  the  way  to  further 
research  which  should  be  done  in  the  area  of  predicting  success  in 
beginning  music  students. 
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CHAPTER  I 


NATURE  AND  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  THE  PROBLEM 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Since  the  early  decades  of  this  century  psychologists  and  edu¬ 
cators  have  researched  the  relationships  existing  between  musical  abil¬ 
ity,  success  in  disciplines  other  than  music,  and  personality.  This 
research  has  been  carried  out  by  two  different  groups  with  contrasting 
results.  American  research  in  this  area  has  been  dominated  and  led  by 
Seashore,  Kwalwasser  and  Dykema.  Their  work  during  the  early  nineteen 
twenties  was  of  an  analytical  nature.  These  researchers  isolated  a 
variety  of  factors  known  to  contribute  to  musical  ability  and  they  con¬ 
structed  tests  to  elicit  evidence  of  these  qualities  in  their  subjects. 
The  results  of  these  tests  were  frequently  used  to  advise  subjects  as 
to  the  probability  of  their  success  in  music  study. 

Contrasting  with  the  work  done  in  America  is  the  work  of  Haecker, 
Siehen,  Koch,  Mjoen  and  others  in  Germany.  Their  research  with  the 
musically  talented  relied  on  the  perspective  of  Gestalt  psychologists. 

As  well,  in  contrast  to  the  American  research  they  utilized  a  much 
broader,  more  functional  criterion  of  musicality.  Their  aim  was  to 
investigate  the  relationship  between  musical  ability  and  other  qualities 
within  their  subjects.  In  particular,  they  attempted  to  determine  the 
relationship  between  the  musical  personality  and  intelligence.  The 
question  of  whether  musical  ability  is  inherited  or  acquired  through 
training  was  also  studied. 
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Mursell  in  summarizing  the  similarities  and  differences  between 
the  German  and  American  research  points  out  that  whereas  the  former 
discovered  a  high  correlation  between  intelligence  and  musicality, 
the  latter  discovered  none.  Among  the  characteristics  the  Germans  noted 
in  musical  personalities  were: 

1.  a  high  mentality  and  much  versatility,  particularly  in 

literary  and  artistic  fields; 

2.  a  high  correlation  with  mathematical  ability; 

3.  a  notable  linguistic  ability,  and  qualities  of  effective 

social  leadership; 

4.  emotional  instability,  unpunctualness  and  a  lack  of 

scientific  mindedness; 

5.  neurotic  or  hysterical  tendencies.^ 

By  way  of  contrast  the  American  studies  made  no  such  references  to  typical 
personal  characteristics  in  their  musical  subjects.  Instead  they  measured 
the  innate  musical  potential  of  their  subjects  and  utilized  this  as  a 
measure  for  predicting  success  in  a  musical  career. 

Two  fundamental  concerns  have  been  apparent  in  the  field  of  music 
education  since  its  introduction  into  the  school  curriculum.  These 
are:  (1)  to  discover  the  relationship  between  social  and  emotional  de¬ 
velopment  and  musical  ability,  and  (2)  to  discover  the  best  way  to  de¬ 
velop  each  child's  musical  abilities  so  as  to  assist  his  emotional 
adjustments  in  society.  The  need  for  research  into  these  questions  was 

^ James  L.  Mursell,  The  Psychology  of  School  Music  Teaching  (New 
York:  W.W.  Norton  Company,  Incorporated,  1938),  p.  19-20. 
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indicated  by  Gordon  in  the  following  statement: 

The  scientific  study  of  the  emotional  life  is  the  least 
touched  field  in  psychology,  yet  it  is  in  this  realm  that 
the  most  important  discoveries  are  to  be  made  for  music. 

As  the  music  curriculum  has  developed  an  additional  concern  has 
appeared:  to  determine  why  students  drop  out  of  music  programs.  The 
problem  of  dropouts  from  school  in  general  has  been  of  great  concern, 
not  only  in  Canada"^,  but  in  such  other  places  as  the  United  States^, 
Russia^,  and  Europe.^  It  is  only  recently  however  that  researchers 
have  directed  their  inquiry  into  specific  areas  such  as  music  to  try 
to  find  reasons  for  dropouts. 

In  the  province  of  Alberta,  evidence  of  drop  out  from  music  pro¬ 
grams  was  provided  by  the  Department  of  Education  in  their  annual  re¬ 
ports  for  the  years  1961-1967.  Table  I  shows  the  total  music  enrollment 
for  the  Province  for  grades  IX  to  XII  from  1961  to  1967.  The  table  is 
set  up  to  show  the  progressive  enrollment  from  year  to  year.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  in  1961-62  there  were  3307  students  enrolled  in  grade  IX  music. 


2 

Edgar  B.  Gordon,  Music  and  Emotions  (Music  Supervisors  National 
Conference  Yearbook,  1926),  p.  31. 

3 

Curriculum  NewsLetter,  Alberta  Department  of  Education,  Fall 

1961. 

Kastner  Jr.,  "School  Dropouts  and  the  National  Economy," 
American  School  Board  Journal ,  148:11-14,  April,  1964. 

^F.F.  Korolov,  "Ways  and  Means  of  Overcoming  Repeating  and 
Dropouts,"  Soviet  Education,  4:51-59,  August,  1962. 

6 

H.G.  Evans,  "An  Examination  of  the  Causes  of  Premature  and 
Early  Leaving,"  British  Journal  of  Educational  Psychology,  32:205-206, 
February,  1963. 
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MUSIC  ENROLLMENT  AND  DROP  OUT  FOR  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
FROM  GRADE  IX  TO  GRADE  XII  -  1961-1967 


4 


VO 

B-2 

B-5 

1 

CTv 

140 

CM 

vO 

CTv 

<!■ 

CM 

'P- 

Ml- 

O 

VD 

UO 

• 

vO 

. 

cn 

> 

OV 

vO 

vO 

00 

CO 

140 

1 — 1 

CM 

CO 

vO 

140 

vO 

vD 

B^ 

1 

vO 

(Pv 

CM 

u~l 

CTv 

OV 

140 

r-4 

vO 

CO 

Mf 

• 

00 

O 

(M 

. 

a^ 

1—1 

vO 

vO 

1^ 

Ml- 

cn 

. — 1 

1 — I 

CM 

Csl 

vD 

LO 

LO 

vO 

B-2 

1 

<)■ 

CM 

1^ 

un 

CO 

140 

CM 

00 

o 

vO 

CM 

cn 

. 

vO 

• 

1—1 

• 

OV 

vO 

CM 

•ct 

vD 

T - 1 

CM 

CO 

. — I 

cn 

CM 

CO 

CO 

<3" 

vD 

B-S 

1 

Ml- 

. — 1 

ro 

rM 

<t 

oo 

vD 

o 

T — I 

. 

vO 

. 

CTi 

cn 

O 

Mf 

CO 

cn 

CM 

CO 

1^ 

cn 

o 

5-5 

1 

T — ! 

CNJ 

CM 

vO 

cn 

• 

cn 

vO 

cn 

1—1 

Mf 

CM 

t 

o 

T— 1 

CO 

O 

CO 

CTn 

t“*4 

E 

E 

E 

o 

O 

O 

4J 

4-) 

J-I  E 

4-) 

d 

4-) 

d 

E 

a 

P 

m  cd 

P 

m  E 

M  d 

cd 

X  cu 

(U 

M  0) 

cd 

M  (U 

d 

H  e 

X  E 

4-)  M 

X  E 

4-)  P 

X  E 

4-) 

bO 

r— 1 

P  o 

p  00 

1—1 

P 

O 

CL)  I — 1 

dj  1 — ! 

O  IP 

cU  . — 1 

O  O 

cu  1 — ! 

O 

d 

O 

Tp  O 

fX 

TP  o 

5-1 

Op  O 

fX 

nj  M 

cc3  M 

cd  S-) 

(X  CX 

cd  d 

&. 

!-i  a 

M  p 

o  X 

5-4  d 

O 

d  d 

O 

M 

bO  0) 

cm  Qj 

P  M 

bO  CU 

d  X 

00  <u 

d 

X 

Tp 

op 

op 

1 — 1  o 

1 — 1  o 

CU 

1 — 1  o 

cu 

1 — 1  o 

CU 

cc3  *H 

‘H 

M-4  "Tp 

cd  -iH 

m  op 

<4-4 

op 

O  cn 

U  CO 

O  p 

4-J  cn 

o  cd 

4-J  CD 

O 

cd 

O  P 

o  ;:i 

P 

O  P 

u 

o 

d 

H  e 

H  E 

M 

H  E 

B^  bO 

H  E 

bO 

of  drop  out  from  grade 

'  program  (four  years  previous)  93.417o  90.267o  89.67c. 


o 


''1 
.  J 


ii) 

u, 

u> 


o 

»Tr  J 


(• 

!i-‘ 


M 


(  i 


r  -> 
rj 


o 

a 


1.-  C 

H  ^ 
'  <  .  > 

c 


^  H 
l-^ 
'•  «• 
rN 

V  -  • 


v4 


T' 
-  l 


•^3 


■“  o 

^  H 


:  o 

o/ 

j 


C/ 

C/ 


>3 


"  j 


(•^ 


. 

■--i 

) 

n 

■■  i-'J 

t-i-' 

'J 

u  I--; 

1 

•.  t 

.7 

It. 

'  c  ' 

1-1 

■ ' 

o  o 

1  ^  c> 

> 

O 

n  c> 

■-1 

fj  n 

-■'i 

o 

s 

U)  C.I 

l-i 

CD 

O  :  t 

L-) 

■r 

H-  ri 

r* 

H- 

^  c 

CJ  '  L 

c  o 

*  i 

a:  ?-s 

■  H 

1  D 

>3 

vO 


< 


n 


>  ( 
j— , 


> 


':  ‘.r 

) 

^  U 

;  :  cc 

1*^ 

'7 

J  -4. 

:  r  > 

3  H 


VO 

V' 


ro 

Or> 

f') 


.  o 
o 


'J 

■  ‘-i 

1  ,  -n-* 

W  ■  j 

K  CJi 


} 

'i 

Q 

^•J 


I,* 


,ii-' 


. '1' 
,t.' 
,  >••« 


t- 


■Cl' 

I'*-’ 


If'' 

!'i' 


Ci' 


►  •'I 

C;' 

'.) 


■  c> 


>-  ij-i 
Cv  '.A 

s.’  ~ 

iM 

■.^ 


-1  >--■’ 
I-'  u 
i-* 

<J  '’ 

•  -J 

^  % 

'■  *  >  ' 


C' 
:- 1 


1-  i 

uj 

S'-j 

>• 

Ki 


5 

The  following  year,  when  the  same  students  were  in  grade  X,  the  music 
enrollment  dropped  to  1772,  the  next  year  in  grade  XI  to  464,  and 
finally  in  grade  XII  to  218. 

Tracing  the  music  enrollment  from  one  year  to  the  next,  one  can 
see  an  average  of  thirty-five  per  cent  drop  out  from  grade  IX  to  grade 
X,  an  average  of  sixty-eight  per  cent  drop  out  from  grade  X  to  grade  XI, 
and  an  average  of  fifty-three  per  cent  from  grade  XI  to  grade  XII. 

There  was  an  average  of  ninety-one  per  cent  drop  out  rate  over  the  four 
year  period  from  grade  IX  to  grade  XII. 

A  comparison  of  the  figures  of  music  dropouts  to  those  of  over¬ 
all  school  dropouts  for  the  same  grades  (see  Table  II)  shows  that  the 
percentages  for  all  grade  levels  for  the  former  were  well  below  the  per¬ 
centages  for  the  latter.  The  highest  drop  out  figure  in  Table  II  is  the 
seventeen  per  cent  decrease  in  enrollment  from  the  grade  IX  class  in 
1961-62  to  the  grade  XII  class  four  years  later  in  1964-65.  Thus  the 
music  drop  out  is  seen  to  be  far  in  excess  of  the  drop  out  rate  from 
total  school  population  during  these  grades. 

A  comparison  of  the  music  dropouts  to  those  from  the  total 
school  population  is  also  worthwhile.  (See  Table  III)  The  average 
drop  out  rate  for  the  total  school  population  (grades  I  to  XII)  for 
the  Province  of  Alberta  for  the  years  1961  to  1967  is  3.56  per  cent. 

This  is  considerably  lower  than  both  the  total  group  and  total  music 
dropouts  for  the  same  period. 

Table  IV  shows  the  enrollment  for  the  same  period  in  the  area 
of  art.  That  these  drop  out  figures  are  comparable  to  those  in  music 
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would  lead  one  to  conclude  that  the  option  subjects  like  art  and  music 
suffer  the  greatest  attrition  rate  when  compared  to  the  total  school 
population. 

Comparison  between  the  drop  out  rates  in  music  and  in  individual 
courses  of  academic  subjects  is  not  feasible.  Increased  course  offer¬ 
ings  and  flexible  academic  programming  introduce  so  many  curriculum 
changes  from  year  to  year  that  one  can  not  follow  the  same  kind  of  en¬ 
rollment  statistics  for  these  subjects.  For  example,  in  1961-62,  all 
grade  nine  students  (24,492)  wrote  the  Language  IX  paper  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  were  enrolled  in  Language  10.  However,  in  1963-64  a  split  in 
the  course  offered  Language  20  to  some  students  while  others  elected 
Language  21,  a  less  academically  oriented  course.  A  total  of  19,433 
students  were  enrolled  in  these  two  areas  in  1963-64.  The  following 
year  another  English  course,  English  23,  was  added  and  English  30  was 
divided  into  English  30  and  English  33.  The  enrollment  figures  show 
one  thing  however;  the  total  enrollment  in  English  from  year  to  year 
almost  parallels  the  total  grade  enrollment  for  the  same  period  indi¬ 
cating  the  decrease  to  be  due  to  normal  school  drop  out  as  shown  in 
Table  II.  These  figures  are  of  little  value  when  comparing  them  with 
the  dropouts  from  music  programs. 

There  are  probably  a  variety  of  factors  which  account  for  the 
music  and  art  statistics.  In  some  instances  the  programs  in  the  schools 
may  not  be  flexible  enough  to  allow  continuity  from  the  lower  to  the 
higher  grades,  thus  causing  a  drop  in  enrollment.  Other  reasons  may 
include:  (1)  lack  of  qualified  teachers,  (2)  pressure  of  academic  studies 
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on  students,  (3)  lack  of  parental  support  in  student  participation, 

(4)  excessive  time  required  for  home  practice,  (5)  socio-economic  status 
of  the  family,  and  (5)  student  personality. 

It  was  the  purpose  of  the  present  research  to  focus  on  person¬ 
ality  as  a  factor  in  music  success.  If  a  difference  in  personality 
could  be  found  between  students  who  stay  in  a  music  program  and  those 
who  drop  out,  this  factor  could  then  be  used  to  predict  success  in  be¬ 
ginning  students  and  thus  lower  the  dropout  rate. 

II.  STATEMENT  OF  THE  PROBLEM 


The  problems  pertaining  to  human  personality,  its  development, 
adjustment, and  change^ have  been  described  as  among  the  most  perplexing 
to  medical  science  as  well  as  the  other  professions.  Dr.  W.H.  Burnham 
points  out  that: 

.  .  .  personality  is  the  most  important  and  fruitful  problem 

to  which  thinkers  can  devote  their  attention.  The  future  happi¬ 
ness  of  man  and  the  efficient  progress  of  society  depends  to 
a  great  extent  upon  the  attainment  of  knowledge  in  this  life 
of  personality  and  its  application  in  the  world  of  human  re¬ 
lations  . 

That  personality  and  behavior  can  be  affected  by  musical  experi¬ 
ences  has  long  been  speculated.  Medical  researchers  at  the  Phipps 
Psychiatric  Clinic  of  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  in  Baltimore  have  for  years 
been  using  music  for  treatments  of  certain  types  of  insanity  with  very 


^^W.H.  Burnham,  The  Wholesome  Personality  (New  York:  Apple tone 
Publishing  Company,  1932),  p.  220. 
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encouraging  results. One  example  of  their  work  concerned  a  brilliant 
pianist  who  once  played  with  the  Detroit  Symphony  Orchestra.  Although 
he  had  become  a  very  violent  man,  when  he  heard  the  opening  strains  of 
a  certain  concerto  for  piano  and  orchestra,  he  would  become  calm  and 
perform  the  work  with  the  expertness  of  an  artist.  Pavlov,  the  Russian 
psychologist,  showed  that  music  arouses  pleasurable  emotions  and  pro¬ 
motes  the  flow  of  digestive  juices.  Other  experiments  demonstrate  that 
heart  beat  patterns  increase  after  the  playing  of  pieces  of  lively 
music.  One  can  conclude  from  these  experiments  that  if  music  has  a 
stimulating  effect  on  the  heart,  it  also  has  a  stimulating  effect  on 
the  brain,  muscles,  and  other  parts  of  the  body. 

The  scientific  application  of  music  in  controlled  situations  can 
also  be  used  to  soothe  or  stimulate  the  emotions  depending  on  the  tempo, 
mood  and  rhythm  of  the  music  being  used.  Commercial  advertisers  of 
the  present  day  pay  great  amounts  of  money  for  "canned"  music  in  such 
places  as  grocery  stores,  restaurants  and  open  malls  in  shopping  centres, 
where  it  is  hoped  that  the  shopper  will  be  soothed,  relaxed  and  enticed 
into  purchasing.  Some  dentists  using  the  strains  of  "music  by  Muzak" 
(specialists  in  the  psychological  and  physiological  application  of 
music)  try  to  ease  the  ache  and  calm  the  nerves  of  patients  in  the 
chair.  Music  therapists  have  shown  that  there  are  many  parts  of  the 
human  body  that  feel  the  effects  of  music. 

^^Ralph  L.  Jordan,  "The  Effects  of  Music  on  Personality"  (un¬ 
published  Master's  thesis,  Ohio  State  University,  Columbus,  1948). 
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It  was  the  belief  of  the  present  researcher  that  there  is  a 
measurable  difference  between  the  personality  of  students  who  elect  to 
join  a  music  class  and  stay  in  and  students  who  join  but  later  drop  out. 
This  belief  was  based  on  the  assumption  that  students  who  stay  in  a 
music  program  possess  characteristics  of  persistence,  aggressiveness, 
conscientiousness  and  maturity  while  those  students  who  drop  out  are 
undependable,  submissive,  casual  and  immature.  Most  music  teachers  have 
found  it  unsatisfactory  to  rely  simply  on  students'  apparent  interest 
in  music  at  this  age  (beginning  junior  high  school)  in  selecting  begin¬ 
ners.  Factors  such  as  wanting  to  play  in  the  band  or  orchestra,  while 
desirable  in  themselves,  do  not  guarantee  industry  or  consistency  in 
the  undertaking.  Likewise  a  musical  aptitude  test,  although  it  may 
indicate  that  a  student  has  sufficient  natural  endowment,  does  not  in¬ 
dicate  anything  about  the  student's  interest  or  industry  after  the 
novelty  of  the  experience  has  lost  its  effect. 

It  was  therefore  the  purpose  of  the  present  research  to  test  two 
groups  of  students,  those  who  stayed  in  a  music  program  and  those  who 
dropped  out,  to  determine  if  there  were  differences  in  their  personality. 
If  differences  were  found,  then  such  information  might  be  used  to  pre¬ 
dict  the  probable  success  of  students  prior  to  their  enrollment  in  music 
classes . 


III.  NULL  HYPOTHESIS 


There  is  no  significant  difference  between  the  personality  ra¬ 
tings  of  students  who  drop  out  of  music  classes  and  those  who  do  not. 
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IV.  DEFINITION  OF  TERMS 

1.  Dropout:  A  student  who  entered  and  withdrew  from  the  M  E  L  A  B 

music  training  program  between  1963  and  1967,  the  period 
covered  by  this  research.  The  length  of  time  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  varies  from  student  to  student.  Some  students  stayed 
in  only  a  few  weeks,  while  others  dropped  out  after  four 
years . 

2,  Stay  in:  A  student  who  joined  the  M  E  L  A  B  program  since 

1963  and  had  not  withdrawn  as  of  December  1967. 

V.  DELIMITATIONS  OF  THE  STUDY 

This  study  examines  the  total  personality  ratings  of  music  stay 
ins  and  music  dropouts  who  started  in  the  M  E  L  A  B  music  program  du¬ 
ring  the  four  year  period  from  1963  to  1967.  The  limitations  of  the 
study  result  from  the  following  factors. 

1.  It  was  originally  hoped  to  be  able  to  limit  the  present  re¬ 
search  to  such  factors  of  personality  as  persistence,  con¬ 
scientiousness,  dominance  and  aggressiveness.  Unfortunately, 
a  testing  instrument  could  not  be  found  for  this  purpose. 

The  School  Personality  Questionnaire  which  was  used  in  this 
research  tests  fourteen  items  of  personality.  While  per¬ 
sistence,  et  al .  are  among  these  fourteen  items,  they  cannot 
be  isolated  for  separate  analysis.  The  author  recommends 
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that  we  "take  account  of  the  total  personality"  rather 
than  isolate  any  single  item  for  comparative  purposes. 

2.  No  correlation  was  attempted  between  the  results  of  the 
personality  test  and  the  results  of  a  questionnaire 
given  to  the  dropouts  indicating  reasons  for  withdrawal. 

(See  Appendix  A  for  M  E  L  A  B  dropout  questionnaire.) 

It  is  obvious  that  there  may  be  factors  other  than 
personality  which  would  influence  a  decision  to  drop  out 
or  stay  in.  On  the  one  hand  it  may  be  argued  that  these 
outside  influences,  if  overcome,  would  have  resulted  in 
a  particular  student  staying  in  the  program  rather  than 
becoming  a  dropout.  These  influences  may  have  included 
the  following: 

(a)  pressure  from  school  work, 

(b)  conflict  with  extra-curricular  activities, 

(c)  parental  inability  or  unwillingness  to  purchase  an 
instrument  for  the  student, 

(d)  no  provision  made  for  home  practicing  by  the  student, 
and 

(e)  lack  of  interest  because  of  dislike  of  ins tructor (s) a 
On  the  other  hand  influences  on  students  who  stayed  in  may 

1  p 

Raymond  B.  Cattell  and  Halla  Beloff,  "Handbook  for  the  High 
School  Personality  Questionnaire,"  Institute  for  Personality  and  Ability 
Testing,  Champaign,  Illinois,  1962. 
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have  included  such  things  as ; 

(a)  feeling  of  prestige  among  parents  and  students  because 
of  the  link  with  the  University, 

(b)  personal  friendships  established  among  stay  ins  over  the 
years  which  made  it  undesirable  to  drop  out  for  any 
other  reason,  and 

(c)  expression  by  parents  who  had  purchased  an  expensive 
instrument  which  they  did  not  intend  to  see  discarded 
if  student  dropped  out. 

3.  The  testing  was  done  by  the  researcher  during  the  normal  school 

hours  in  mid-February  of  1968.  Twenty-eight  students  who 
should  have  been  included  in  the  dropout  category  were  absent 
from  school  on  the  days  of  testing  because  of  illness. 

These  were  not  tested,  thus  reducing  the  testable  dropout 
list  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  pupils.  All  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  ten  of  the  stay  in  group  were  tested. 

4.  No  attempt  was  made  to  adjust  for  motivation  distortion  in 

either  the  stay  in  or  dropout  groups.  While  the  reason 
for  giving  the  test  was  not  explained  to  the  dropout 
group  before  testing,  it  would  probably  have  been  evident 
to  them  that  they  all  were  former  members  of  M  E  L  A  B. 

This  knowledge  along  with  their  individual  bias  for  or 
against  the  program  may  have  caused  some  students  to 
answer  abnormally.  Similar  factors  might  have  influenced 
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CHAPTER  II 


REVIEW  OF  RELATED  LITERATURE 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Several  areas  of  research  which  relate  to  the  present  study 
have  been  carried  out  in  recent  years.  These  include:  dropouts  in 
music  programs,  the  relationship  between  personality  and  music,  char¬ 
acter  building  and  music  education,  the  possibility  of  prediction  of 
success  in  music,  and  the  relationships  between  success  in  music  and 
other  subjects.  Each  of  these  areas  will  be  reviewed  in  Chapter  II. 

While  one  goal  of  public  education  in  North  America  is  to 
provide  a  free  education  through  high  school  for  all  able  youth, 
twenty-nine  per  cent  withdraw  from  school  early.  This  is  a  problem 
not  only  because  of  a  loss  to  the  youth  in  terms  of  self-fulfillment 
and  economics,  but  also  because  it  represents  an  economic  and  man¬ 
power  loss  to  our  country. 

Results  of  research  in  this  area  show  that  there  is  usually 
a  cluster  of  factors  associated  with  school  dropouts  rather  than  any 
single  one.  Some  of  these  factors  are  unique  to  the  individual, 
while  others  are  related  to  the  school,  the  family,  and  the  community 
The  most  common  factors  associated  with  dropouts  are  summarized  by 
Schreiber  as  follows: 

1.  Low  socio-economic  status, 

2.  Average  or  below  average  ability  and  low  achievement, 

3.  Poor  attitudes  toward  education  of  both  parents  and  pupils 
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4.  Low  reading  ability, 

5.  Dislike  for  school  generally, 

6.  Overageness,  and 

7.  Low  participation  in  extra-curricular  activities.^ 

School  sponsored  programs  for  potential  dropouts  are  becoming 

increasingly  common.  They  include  a  wide  range  of  preventative  and 
remedial  activities  with  special  classes  and  curricula  different  from 
that  of  classes  for  potential  persisters.  Special  counseling  and 
school  clubs  to  meet  the  varied  needs  of  potential  dropouts  are  also 
included  in  the  programs.  Research  on  the  effectiveness  of  such  pro¬ 
grams  in  achieving  stated  goals  are  lacking  however. 

II.  DROPOUTS  IN  MUSIC  PROGRAMS 

Concerns  similar  to  those  voiced  for  general  dropouts  have  been 
expressed  by  teachers  of  instrumental  music  over  dropouts  from  their 
programs.  It  is  valuable  for  the  instrumental  instructor  to  know  how 
many  of  his  students  will  continue  their  study  throughout  high  school 
and  why  some  will  drop  out  since  this  information  permits  him  to 
build  a  well  balanced  program.  It  may  be  necessary  to  modify  a  pro¬ 
gram  or  teaching  method  in  order  to  increase  the  interest  of  students 
in  instrumental  music. 

^Dan  Schreiber,  "700,000  Dropouts:  Americans  Top  Authority  Out¬ 
lines  the  Dimensions  of  a  National  Problem,"  American  Education  Journal . 
United  States  Department  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare,  September, 
1966. 
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Studies  related  to  dropouts  from  music  programs  are  few,  and 
those  completed  are  difficult  to  compare  because  they  differ  so  greatly 
in  limitation  factors,  age  of  groups  studied,  method  of  investigation, 

and  the  background  and  experience  of  the  instructors. 

2 

Norman  S.  Green  investigated  the  relationship  between  partici¬ 
pation  in  instrumental  music  and  continuing  in  school.  Green  argues 
that  lack  of  participation  in  extra-curricular  activities  was  a  con¬ 
tributing  factor  to  dropping  out  of  school  and  that  music  could  exert 
a  holding  power  to  keep  the  potential  dropout  from  withdrawing.  Green 
acknowledged  that  other  factors  could  also  hold  the  potential  dropout 
but  limited  his  study  to  music  alone.  Other  factors  he  considered  to 
be  potentially  significant  were:  I.Q.,  socio-economic  status,  sex, 
encouragement  from  parents,  and  level  of  musical  activity. 

Eight  high  schools  in  the  state  of  Iowa  were  used  as  samples 
in  Green's  study.  Data  for  the  study  was  obtained  from  cumulative 
and  anecdotal  records  and  the  testimony  of  principals  and  teachers  and 
included:  I.Q.,  socio-economic  status,  average  grades  in  high  school 
subjects,  sex,  whether  the  student  participated  in  music  program, 
whether  or  not  parental  encouragement  was  present,  and  the  student's 
stated  reason  for  leaving.  Chi  square  analysis  was  used  to  determine 
if  participation  in  band  had  a  bearing  on  leaving  school  if  all  other 
factors  were  held  constant. 

2 

Norman  S.  Green,  "Is  There  a  Significant  Relationship  Between 
Participation  in  Instrumental  Music  in  School  and  Continuing  in  School" 
(unpublished  Master's  thesis,  Boston  University,  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
1953.) 
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The  results  of  Green's  study  showed  a  strong  positive  relation¬ 
ship  between  participation  in  instrumental  music  and  continuing  in 
school.  It  also  indicated  that  this  relationship  could  not  be  ex¬ 
plained  away  by  invoking  other  causes  usually  believed  to  contribute 
to  pupil  retention. 

Conclusions  drawn  from  the  study  indicated  that  band  programs 
tended  to  hold  best  where  the  chances  of  drop  out  were  greatest.  If 
pupils  whose  school  adjustment  was  precarious  could  be  offered  rewarding 
experiences  in  the  school  music  program,  at  least  one  step  would  have 
been  taken  to  restore  them  to  more  positive  attitudes. 

3 

Foster  in  a  study  of  withdrawal  rates  among  music  students  in 
the  secondary  schools  of  Texas  investigated  the  reasons  why  music  stu¬ 
dents  withdraw  from  high  school  before  graduation.  Through  a  question¬ 
naire  sent  to  Texas  secondary  school  superintendents,  he  identified 
four  factors  which  hindered  music  program  effectiveness  and  which 
contributed  to  the  mortality  (withdrawal)  rate  of  music  students. 

These  were:  (a)  inadequate  teachers,  (b)  lack  of  funds  and  equipment, 

(c)  local  school  requirements  regarding  other  school  subjects,  and 

(d)  lack  of  adult  interest  in  the  music  program.  Eighty  point  six 
per  cent  of  all  the  superintendents  replying  to  the  questionnaire 
listed  pre-school  training  of  students  as  the  first  element  in  a  suc¬ 
cessful  music  program,  and  69.9  per  cent  listed  administrative  emphasis 

3 

Randolph  N.  Foster  Jr. ,  "A  Study  of  Withdrawal  Rates  Among 
Students  in  the  Secondary  Schools  of  Texas"  (unpublished  Master's  thesis. 
The  University  of  Texas,  Austin,  Texas,  1947),  p.  29. 
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as  the  second  element  of  importance  in  the  successful  music  program. 

This  study  showed  that  the  greatest  rate  of  withdrawal  from  music 
programs  was  during  the  eighth  grade.  Foster  recommended  that  teachers 
become  better  trained  in  ways  to  administer  and  organize  more  effec¬ 
tively  at  this  grade  level  in  order  to  reduce  the  drop  out  rate. 

4 

In  1951,  Schweizer  found  a  68  per  cent  withdrawal  rate  from 
the  first  three  years  of  band  programs  and  31  per  cent  withdrawal 
rate  among  orchestra  participants.  The  most  frequently  mentioned 
reasons  for  withdrawal  listed  by  students  in  the  Schweizer  study 
were;  (a)  dropped  out  in  order  to  have  more  time  for  extra-curricular 
activities,  (b)  schedule  of  classes  would  not  allow  participation, 

(c)  disliked  music  teacher,  (d)  music  activities  conflicted  with 
athletic  participation,  (e)  preferred  to  work  after  school,  and  (f) 
dropped  out  in  order  to  take  more  academic  subjects.  In  addition, 
students  volunteered  other  reasons  for  withdrawal  besides  those  on  the 
prepared  questionnaire.  These  reasons  Included:  (a)  didn’t  like  instru¬ 
ment  being  studied,  (b)  had  other  music  interests,  (piano,  voice),  (c) 
instrument  too  heavy,  (d)  lack  of  discipline  in  band,  (e)  director 
played  favorites,  (f)  class  lacked  organization  and  planning,  (g) 
rivalry  between  instrumental  and  vocal  teachers,  and  (h)  didn't  like 
award  system. 

Schweizer  offered  many  general  recommendations  for  improving 

"^George  William  Schweizer,  "An  Investigation  of  the  Reasons  for 
and  Rates  of  Withdrawal  among  Instrumental  Music  Students  in  Selected 
Secondary  School  Performance  Groups"  (unpublished  Master's  thesis,  Ohio 
State  University,  Golumbus,  Ohio,  1951). 
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the  quality  of  the  music  program  and  providing  stronger  holding  power 
on  students  from  year  to  year. 

1.  Alter  the  music  program  in  such  a  way  that  students  may  have 

an  opportunity  to  continue  the  study  of  band  and  orchestral 
instruments  on  a  more  advanced  level.  (Schweizer  believed 
that  the  lack  of  individual  advanced  study  was  one  of  the  big 
reasons  for  student  withdrawal.) 

2.  In  order  to  maintain  interest  in  the  program,  all  members  of 

the  group  should  be  at  nearly  the  same  level  of  technical 
achievement  and  musicianship.  This  is  best  accomplished  by 
maintaining  several  bands  of  graded  ability. 

3.  Support  from  the  administration  should  be  solicited  in  order 

that  academic  class  schedules  not  conflict  needlessly  with 
music  rehearsals. 

4.  Music  programs  must  be  varied  from  year  to  year  and  the  teacher 

must  be  sensitive  to  the  needs,  interests,  and  problems  of 
modern  youth  in  order  to  keep  his  program  alive. 

5.  The  curriculum  must  be  flexible  and  adaptable  to  meet  the  needs, 

abilities,  and  interest  of  all  members  of  the  performing 
group . 

In  the  public  schools  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  Heller^  made  a 
study  of  the  reasons  for  drop  out  in  school  music  programs.  Since 

5 

James  A.  Heller,  "A  Study  of  the  Problems  of  Dropouts  in  Instru¬ 
mental  Music”  (unpublished  Master's  thesis.  The  University  of  Michigan, 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  1954). 
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music  was  not  included  in  the  regular  timetable  during  the  school  day 
each  student  had  to  miss  regularly  scheduled  subjects  in  order  to  be 
part  of  the  instrumental  program.  Students  on  like  instruments  and  of 
comparable  proficiency  were  grouped  together.  This  caused  many  sched¬ 
uling  problems,  the  greatest  of  which  was  faculty  resistance  to  music's 
special  scheduling  needs.  In  most  schools  faculty  acceptance  varied 
from  coolness  to  mere  acceptance.  Teachers  in  some  instances  threatened 
failure  in  their  subjects  if  students  continued  in  music  and  several 
students  indicated  that  such  pressures  were  their  reasons  for  dropping 
out.  Principals  and  teachers  who  were  surveyed  indicated  that  academic 
conflict  was  also  a  prominent  reason  for  student  drop  out.  Several 
expressed  the  idea  that  neither  children  nor  parents  value  music  in¬ 
struction  when  it  entails  no  personal  expense. 

Heller  recommended  scheduling  music  in  such  a  way  that  this 
cause  for  drop  out  would  be  eliminated.  His  conclusions  were  similar 
to  other  studies  in  the  same  area.  He  noted  that  there  will  be  more 
dropouts  where  students  are  not  meticulously  screened;  where  the 
instructor  is  insufficiently  proficient;  where  students  have  low  I.Q.'s 
and  musicality;  and  in  large  cities. 

III.  REIATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  PERSONALITY  AND  MUSIC 

Personality  has  been  described  as  a  complex  and  important  aspect 
of  human  life  about  which  very  little  is  known.  There  are  both  en¬ 
vironmental  and  hereditary  factors  which  help  to  mold  it.  It  is 
related  to  the  integrity  of  the  internal  glands  of  secretion,  to  the 
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structure  and  chemical  well  being  of  the  brain,  and  to  various  physical 
and  mental  habits  which  enter  into  the  daily  life  of  every  one  of  us.^ 
One  of  the  many  outside  influences  that  may  have  some  effect  on  the 
development  of  personality  is  music.  Music  according  to  Jordan  is 

.  the  most  emotional  of  all  the  arts  because  of  its  great  signi¬ 
ficance  to  life  itself  ....  It  is  the  most  human  of  all  the  arts 
and  the  one  that  enters  most  into  every  day  experiences."^  Much  ear¬ 
lier,  in  his  classic  education  work  "The  Republic",  Plato  explained 
that  certain  rhythms  and  modes  were  associated  with  particular  moods 
or  feelings  and  types  of  character.  One  set  of  modes  produced  effem¬ 
inate  characteristics  while  another  was  used  for  training  warriors. 
Robert  Burns  acknowledged  the  impact  of  music  on  personality  and  char¬ 
acter  when  he  said  that  through  the  control  of  the  music  of  a  nation 
he  could  control  the  minds  and  wills  of  the  nation.  This  implies  that 
control  of  the  kind  of  music  listened  to  helps  determine  the  character 
of  people. 

g 

Lawhon  in  a  study  of  ninety  music  students  and  fifty  non-music 
students  tried  to  show  that  music  students  had  better  adjusted  person¬ 
alities  than  non-music  students.  His  reason  for  doing  the  study  was 

^Ralph  Louis  Jordan,  "The  Effect  of  Music  on  Personality"  (un¬ 
published  Master's  thesis,  Ohio  State  University,  Columbus,  Ohio,  1948) 

^ Ib id . ,  p .  13 . 

Q 

John  E.  Lawhon,  "A  Study  to  Determine  the  Extent  to  which  Music 
Students  Have  a  Well  Adjusted  Personality"  (unpublished  Master's  thesis 
North  Texas  State  Teachers  College,  Denton,  Texas,  1940). 
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to  determine  what  types  of  men  and  women  were  entering  the  profession 
of  music  today  as  compared  with  those  entering  other  fields.  The  two 
groups  were  compared  as  to  age,  I.Q.  and  personality  adjustment,  as 
measured  by  the  California  Personality  Profile,  Questions  asked  by  the 
study  were  as  follows : 

1.  Can  music  students  be  distinguished  from  non  music  students 

on  the  basis  of  I.Q.? 

2.  Are  music  students'  personalities  better  adjusted  than  other 

students? 

3.  Do  music  students  show  better  self -adjustment  than  other 

students? 

4.  Are  music  students  adjusted  better  socially  than  others? 

5.  Are  there  differences  between  men  and  women  in  I.Q.  and  person¬ 

ality? 

The  results  of  the  twenty-seven  items  tested  showed  that  in  all 
cases  except  two,  the  music  group  rated  significantly  higher  than  the 
control  group.  Only  in  social  standards  and  community  relations  were 
the  control  group  superior  and  in  each  of  these  cases  the  difference 
was  slight.  The  music  group  rated  especially  high  on  self-reliance, 
feeling  of  belonging,  freedom  from  withdrawal  tendencies,  freedom  from 
nervous  symptoms,  and  family  relations.  The  results  of  the  I.Q.  test 
classed  music  students  higher  (superior)  as  compared  to  the  control 
group  (normal). 
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Contrary  to  the  findings  of  Lawhon  are  those  of  Wenaas  who  com¬ 
pared  scores  on  the  Kwalwasser-Dykema  music  test  and  the  Kuhlman- 
Anderson  psychological  test  of  personality.  He  concluded  that  there 
was  no  significant  difference  between  music  and  non-music  students  on 
items  of  the  personality  test. 

Closely  related  to  studies  which  compare  the  musicality  and 
personality  of  people  in  general  are  those  which  look  more  specifically 
at  the  personality  traits  of  trained  professional  musicians.  As  early 
as  1919  Seashore  said,  "The  musical  mind  is  first  of  all  a  normal  mind 
.  .  .  .  We  must  take  it  for  granted  that  the  musical  mind  is  an  aspect 

of  a  normal  personality  with  endowments  for  a  general  mental  life."^^ 
Rogers^^  in  a  study  of  music  and  non-music  students  attempted  to 
determine  if  objective  measurements  of  certain  personality  traits  would 
indicate  that  music  students  are  characterized  by  marked  differences 
in  personality  make-up.  The  study  used  the  ratings  of  traits  by  other 
members  of  the  group  and  self-evaluations  to  determine  the  presence  of 
the  traits  being  measured.  The  nine  traits  of  personality  which  were 
used  included: 


^Sigard  B.  Wenaas,  "A  Study  of  the  Relationships  Between  Musical 
Ability  and  Various  Intelligence,  Scholastic  and  Personality  Factors" 
(unpublished  Master's  thesis.  The  University  of  Idaho,  Moscow,  Idaho, 
1940). 

^^Carl  E.  Seashore,  Psychology  of  Mus ical  Talent  (New  York: 
McMillan  and  Company,  1919),  p.  6. 

^^John  I.  Rogers,  "A  Study  of  the  Personality  of  Music  Students 
with  Other  Students  on  the  Basis  of  Nine  Traits"  (unpublished  Master's 
thesis.  North  Texas  State  Teachers  College,  Denton,  Texas,  1948). 
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1.  physical  appearance  -  health  and  vigor, 

2.  emotional  stability  and  control, 

3.  social  aggressiveness, 

4.  tolerance  and  adaptability, 

5.  dependability, 

6.  dependence  on  others, 

7.  being  a  source  of  new  experience  for  others, 

8.  social  service  motivation,  and 

9.  abilities  and  skills. 

The  results  of  the  test  showed  that  there  were  no  significant 
differences  between  the  music  students  and  non-music  students  on  the 
basis  of  self-ratings.  The  study  also  showed  that  music  students 
tended  to  undervalue  rather  than  overvalue  their  own  personalities. 

It  is  popularly  believed  that  "professional  jealousy"  and  "egotism"  on 
the  part  of  music  students  are  apt  to  cause  them  to  underestimate  the 
qualities  of  fellow  students  both  within  and  outside  the  music  group. 

The  results  of  the  test  showed  this  to  be  untrue. 

1 2 

In  a  similar  study  music  students  at  the  Eastman  School  of 
Music  were  given  the  Seashore  music  talent  test  and  the  Bernreuter 
Personality  test.  The  purpose  was  to  measure  and  describe  the  person¬ 
ality  traits  of  music  students  who  scored  high  on  the  Seashore  test 
which  was  used  as  one  of  the  admission  requirements  at  Eastman.  The 


1 2 

Byron  Arnold,  "Personality  Traits  of  Music  Students"  (unpub¬ 
lished  Master's  thesis,  Eastman  School  of  Music,  Rochester,  New  York, 
1937). 
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test  showed  that  as  a  group  the  Eastman  students  were  slightly  neurotic, 
that  the  women  were  a  little  more  self-sufficient  than  the  men  who 
were  average  in  this  trait,  that  both  men  and  women  were  average  in 
the  measure  of  dominance-submissiveness ,  and  that  both  lacked  socia¬ 
bility  to  an  appreciable  degree.  The  almost  zero  correlation  between 
the  Seashore  musical  talent  test  and  the  separate  traits  measured  by 
the  Bernreuter  Personality  Inventory  would  seem  to  indicate  that  there 
is  no  relation  between  musical  talent  and  personality  traits.  These 
results  caused  Arnold  to  conclude  that  the  prevailing  opinion  that 
exceptional  talent  in  music  is  accompanied  by  personality  disorders  is 
incorrect . 


IV.  RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  CHARACTER  BUILDING 
AND  MUSIC  EDUCATION 

A  generally  accepted  objective  of  public  education  today  is 
"character  education".  The  emphasis  upon  this  phase  of  education  has 
in  many  cases  resulted  in  the  modification  of  entire  school  programs. 
Disciplines  in  which  creativity,  self  expression  and  inter-social 
relationships  can  be  most  widely  explored  contribute  most  to  the 
building  of  character  in  students.  The  fine  arts  is  one  area  where 
this  influence  is  being  felt  most  strongly. 

Dr.  George  Betts  outlines  his  beliefs  about  the  importance  of 

character  education  in  the  following: 

If  our  civilization  fails,  it  will  not  be  from  the  effects 
of  famine,  pestilence,  or  any  shortage  of  natural  resources, 
for  these  things  we  can  control.  It  will  be,  rather,  from  a 
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lack  of  social  adjustment  among  men;  a  failure  to  properly 
conceive  the  ends  and  conditions  of  living.  If  Individuals 
fail  to  secure  from  life  its  supreme  goals,  it  will  not  be 
from  want  of  natural  resources  or  the  equipment  of  culture 
and  attainment  necessary  to  set  free  their  powers.  It  will 
be  from  a  distorted  view  of  goals,  lack  of  understanding  of 
the  self  and  its  relationship  to  others,  failure  of  intelli¬ 
gent  self  direction.  If,  in  general,  we  refuse  to  return  to 
the  common  pools  of  social  good  as  much  as  we  take  from  it 
in  sustenance,  opportunity  and  happiness,  it  will  not  be  be¬ 
cause  we  lack  intelligence,  education  or  applied  skills;  but 
because  we  are  short  on  character,  and  being  thus  short,  do 
not  choose  to  make  fair  return  for  what  we  have  received.!^ 

Neil  Certainl'^  expressed  his  argument  for  music  education  in 
terms  of  student  involvement.  His  philosophy  was  to  take  all  comers, 
even  non-musical  people,  give  them  a  job  of  some  kind  to  do  and  help 
them  learn  something.  In  his  study  he  made  cumulative  record  cards 
for  all  students  and  analyzed  each  using  fourteen  items  of  character 
traits  which  included  qualities  of  cleanliness,  co-operativeness, 
courteousness  (politeness),  fairness,  honesty,  industry  (perseverance), 
kindliness,  loyalty,  obedience,  punctuality,  responsibility  (depend¬ 
ability  and  trustworthy),  self  control,  social  service  (helpfulness) 
and  trustfulness. 

At  the  beginning  of  each  term  he  assigned  a  stanine  grading  to 
each  of  the  fourteen  items  and  then  rechecked  it  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Since  his  year  end  stanines  were  higher  than  the  earlier  ones,  he  con- 


^^George  Betts,  Foundation  of  Character  and  Personality 
(Indianapolis:  Bobbs-Merrill  Company,  1937),  p.  2. 

^'^Neil  Certain,  "Character  Education  through  Instrumental  Music" 
(unpublished  Master's  thesis,  The  University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan,  1939). 
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eluded  that  there  were  improvements  in  character  and  citizenship  gained 
through  planned  instruction  in  the  school  instrumental  program.  His 
method  of  scoring  is  questionable.  It  would  seem  likely  that  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  when  an  instructor  does  not  know  his  students 
well  he  would  assign  stanines  which  would  not  give  a  true  picture  of 
the  person's  character  traits.  When  the  student  and  instructor  had 
worked  together  in  class  for  a  year,  it  would  be  obvious  that  these 
traits  could  then  be  scored  more  reliably  than  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year . 

Similar  to  the  Certain  study  is  that  of  Kennedy^^  who  tried  to 
show  the  extent  and  manner  in  which  music  may  be  a  factor  in  character 
development.  She  sought  to  determine  what  elements  of  character  are 
affected  by  music  and  to  what  degree  these  characteristics  are  influenced 
by  musical  activities  in  school  .  The  study  used  a  fourteen  item  char¬ 
acter  trait  questionnaire  which  was  answered  by  thirty  professional 
musicians  and  sixty-two  summer  school  music  students.  These  two  groups 
were  to  list  in  order  of  importance  the  fourteen  traits  in  which  music 
made  a  definite  contribution.  The  fourteen  items  were  listed  almost 
identically  in  the  same  order  of  importance  by  both  groups  as  follows : 

1.  leisure  hours, 

2.  appreciation  of  beauty, 

3.  creative  ability, 

^^Inamae  Kennedy,  "The  Contribution  of  Music  to  Character  Building" 
(unpublished  Master's  thesis.  The  University  of  Nebraska,  Lincoln, 
Nebraska,  1938) . 
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4.  persistence, 

5.  self  reliance, 

6.  patience, 

7.  cultural  leadership, 

8.  judgment  of  values, 

9.  co-operation, 

10.  health, 

11.  self-control, 

12.  worthy  citizenship, 

13.  responsibility,  and 

14.  sportsmanship. 

The  results  of  the  questionnaire  showed  that  82.1  per  cent  of 

the  professional  musicians  and  75.8  per  cent  of  the  students  felt  that 

music  did  play  an  important  part  in  character  development. 

Cook  says  that  the  value  of  music  in  character  building  is : 

.  .  .  largely  that  of  putting  the  mind  in  tune,  in  proper 

mental  condition  for  the  reception  of  great  ethical  principles. 
Music  in  itself  is  something  quite  apart  from  ethics,  but  when 
combined,  the  effect  is  like  that  of  turning  on  a  mighty  elec¬ 
tric  current  to  a  piece  of  idle  machinery. 

Gerson  agrees  that: 

.  .  .  the  major  function  of  music  in  the  schools  is  to  in¬ 

spire  boys  and  girls  to  even  higher  levels  of  thought,  to  give 
aesthetic  training,  and  to  serve  as  a  factor  to  develop  culture 
--finally  giving  a  balance  to  the  individual  life  through 


16 

James  E.  Cook,  "What  School  Music  Means  to  America,"  National 
Education  Association  Yearbook ,  1926,  p.  531. 


■ 

j9onBxis3 

,  ♦■ 

(doxiaJt^Bq 
,qJtdex3b6sl  Xfitrudluo 
^asulfiv  io  3noj.TgJ>uL 
j/joJt3fii<iqo-oo 
<ri:3iKsrf 
jIo:rdnoa*-3:l3a 


ip  ,qj;rfan9SiJj:3 

fs 

\  V  ^  faufi  , ^{dxlid.l anoqaa:! 

1 

V  '■*■  <  .qiriaxrfijiaadxoqa 

-  i  . 

io  dnso  :i3q  I.S8  :JBrf3  bsworfa  sixBnnoldasup  arid  io  adlueai  ariT 


.,4 

.e 


.d 


.8 


.e 


.01 


.Xi 


.SJt 

.ex 

.Ai 


dial  aU/isbuda  sriS  inso  isq  8.dK  b/iB  snBxoXauni  Xs/iol333^o':!(q  srii 

<•  -  '  - 

.:Jn9ffjqoX9V9fa  al  :}‘i6q  :inBd:ioqnil  ns- alauw 

:  ai  gjjxbXiud  'isJoBiBrio  ni  .axaura  lo  buIbv  arid  dBrid  aysa  riocO  „4t 

doqodq  ni-^^&nud  nx  bnxB;  arid  gnXdduq  dsrid  T^IagiBl  .  .  , 
.aaXqianxiq  iBoirida  dB9*xg  io  iioldqaDad  arid  loJ.  npidlbnoo  isdnam 
nariw  dud  ^aoxrfds  moxi  diB'qs  adxi/p  giixrfdajnoa  ax  itXsadl  si  aiauM 
-o9l3  \{drisiin  B  no  snirriud  5o  dsrid  siX'xi  ax  dooilta  arid  ^bsnxdmoo 
*  .^dsnirioBm  aXbx  io  aoslq  s  od  dnaxiuo  aidd 

.  :dBrid  tiSoxgB  noaxai) 

-fli-  od  3X  aXporioa  arid  ni  oxaum  io  noidonni  loc.Bai  axid  .  .  » 

9vxg  od  edrigjdorfd  io  alsvsX  xarigid  nsvo  od  aXdig  bns  a\;od  adiqa 
ouudiwo  qolavab  od  xodoBl  b  as  Bvtrsa  od  bns  (gninis-xd  oxdsridasa 
riguott/Id  s^iX  XsiibxvXbnx  arid  od  aobsXsd  s  gnlvig  \^XXjinii“- 


jf‘r.9^Pfij  '*,solrlBinA  od  ansoM  oxawM  Xoorioa  JBdW”  ^riooO  .3  asmBb^"^ 

.X£d  .q  ^dS(?X  t>[ood'XB9Y  noxdaiaoaaA  noidBoobg 


jf? 


32 


developing  desirable  characteristics. 

V.  POSSIBLE  PREDICTION  OF  SUCCESS  IN  MUSIC 

The  need  for  predicting  success  or  probable  failure  in  beginning 

music  students  has  become  more  pressing  in  recent  years.  The  average 

music  program  suffers  a  mortality  rate  of  from  thirty  to  sixty  per  cent 
t 

per  year.j  The  percentages  varying  to  a  large  extent  with  the  method 
of  recruiting  and  selecting  students  who-  have  traits  essential  for 
snccess.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  students  with  sufficient  ability 
and  interest,  who  lack  the  industry  and  nervous  temperament  for  ad¬ 
hering  to  a  problem  until  it  is  successfully  solved. 

One  of  the  earliest  attempts  to  predict  success  in  music  was 

1 8 

undertaken  in  1931  by  Chadwick.  He  used  the  Kwalwasser-Dykema  music 
test,  the  American  Council  Psychological  Examination,  sight  singing 
test,  and  ratings  by  teachers  of  students  in  an  applied  music  course. 
One  problem  mentioned  by  Chadwick  was  the  incomplete  and  inaccurate 
methods  used  at  that  time  in  measuring  such  traits  as  personality, 
musical  ability  and  I.Q.  Chadwick  reported  no  significant  findings 
when  comparing  scores  on  these  tests,  but  hoped  that  his  attempt  would 
pave  the  way  to  a  more  comprehensive  study. 

^^Armand  J.  Gerson,  "Culture  for  Democracy,"  National  Education 
Association  Yearbook,  1934,  p.  163. 

1  8 

John  Elbert  Chadwick,  "The  Prediction  of  Success  in  Music" 
(unpublished  Master's  thesis,  Colorado  State  Teachers  College,  Greeley, 
Colorado,  1931). 
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A  similar  study  was  carried  out  in  greater  depth  some  eighteen 

19 

years  later  by  Copeland.  She  selected  fifty  students  who  had  three 
years  or  more  training  in  music  and  matched  them  by  grade,  sex,  and 
I.Q.  with  fifty  students  who  had  no  interest  in  music.  The  Otis  Quick 
Scoring  Mental  Vocabulary  Test  was  used  to  determine  I.Q.,  the  Seashore 
music  test  to  determine  the  musical  ability,  and  the  Bernreuter  Person¬ 
ality  Inventory  to  determine  personality  factors.  Comparisons  between 
the  two  groups  were  then  made  in  each  of  these  areas. 

Copeland  found  that:  (a)  the  scholastic  achievement  of  music 
students  was  2.92  per  cent  higher  than  non-music  students,  (b)  there 
were  no  significant  differences  between  the  groups  on  neurotic  tend¬ 
encies,  self-sufficiency,  introversion  -  extroversion,  confidence,  and 
sociability.  The  only  scale  where  there  was  a  significant  difference 
was  that  for  dominance  -  submissiveness  which  registered  3.84  per  cent 
in  favour  of  the  music  students. 

Copeland  concluded  that  the  only  items  of  use  in  selecting 
beginners  for  instrumental  music  were:  (1)  the  test  of  scholastic 
achievement,  (2)  the  pitch,  rhythm  and  tonal  memory  sections  of  the 
Seashore  test,  and  (3)  the  trait  of  dominance  as  opposed  to  submissive¬ 
ness  in  personality  characteristics. 

19 

Carrol  H.  Copeland,  "A  Comparison  of  Aptitude,  Interest,  and 
Personality  of  Musical  and  Non-Musical  Students"  (unpublished  Master's 
thesis.  Ball  State  Teachers  College,  Muncie,  Indiana,  1949). 
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VIo  REIATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  SUCCESS  IN  MUSIC 
AND  OTHER  ACADEMIC  SUBJECTS 

The  only  study  found  in  this  areas  was  that  of  LeRoy  W.  Darling 
in  1941.  He  compared  the  results  of  the  Kwalwasser-Ruch  test  of 
musical  achievement  and  the  Master  Academic  Achievement  test  using 
ninety-one  students  from  Spirit  River,  Idaho.  The  author  states  that 
because  of  the  poor  selection  and  small  sample  of  students  the  investi¬ 
gation  was  not  valid.  The  only  positive  findings  were  between  music 

and  reading  while  the  most  negative  correlation  was  found  between 

20 

music  and  history.  It  is  evident  that  there  has  been  insufficient 
research  done  in  this  area  to  draw  any  significant  conclusions. 

VII.  SUMMARY 

The  studies  of  dropouts  from  music  programs  indicate  students 
drop  out  of  instrumental  music  classes  for  a  variety  of  reasons.  Drop¬ 
outs  seem  not  to  be  a  problem  only  where  the  school  administration  and 
staff  co-operate  to  make  conflict-free  scheduling  possible.  This 
situation  is  usually  found  where  the  instructor  has  succeeded  in  gain¬ 
ing  sufficient  support  through  the  promotion  of  his  program  that  the 
school,  community,  and  local  board  are  willing  to  give  the  music  pro¬ 
gram  priority  in  scheduling  while  all  other  subjects  are  scheduled 

20 

LeRoy  W.  Darling,  "A  Study  in  the  Correlation  Between  Achieve¬ 
ment  in  Music  and  Academic  Studies"  (unpublished  Master's  thesis.  The 
University  of  Idaho,  Moscow,  Idaho,  1941). 
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around  it. 

Reasons  listed  by  students  for  dropping  out  of  music  programs 
include : 

1.  lack  of  advanced  study  on  individual  basis, 

2.  dislike  of  instrument  being  played, 

3.  lack  of  parental  support, 

4.  dislike  of  teacher, 

5.  conflict  with  extra-curricular  activities. 

The  literature  suggests  that  dropouts  and  their  parents  are  not  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  aesthetic  and  cultural  benefits  derived  from  participation 
in  such  a  program. 

Conclusions  drawn  from  recent  studies  on  music  dropouts  and 
personalities  of  music  students  are  conflicting.  Studies  by  Wenaas 
and  Rogers  for  example  report  no  differences  between  the  personalities 
of  music  and  non -music  students,  while  Lawhon  and  Kennedy  tend  to 
contradict  such  findings.  Since  no  dependable  solution  to  music 
dropouts  has  been  found  in  the  research  to  date  and  since  its  solution 
is  urgently  needed,  further  studies  need  to  be  carried  out. 

The  literature  on  character  development  through  music,  indicates 
that  music  can  play  an  important  role  in  developing  a  wholesome  person¬ 
ality.  "Hence  it  behooves  us  so  thoroughly  to  saturate  our  educational 

21 

systems  with  music  that  character  will  be  caught  rather  than  taught , " 

21 

Arthus  E.  Ward,  Music  Education  for  High  Schools ,  (New  York: 
American  Book  Company,  1941),  p.  320. 
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as  one  author  put  it.  Tamke  states: 

We  have  in  the  past  so  successfully  dealt  out  the  matter- 
of-fact,  so  thoroughly  neglected  the  emotional  in  all  instruc¬ 
tion,  and  so  foolishly  considered  music  as  a  subject  to  be 
taught  rather  than  experienced  and  lived,  that  generations 
perhaps  will  be  required  to  educate  our  people  emotionally 
and  aesthetically.  We  must  encourage  our  students  to  develop 
a  sense  of  music  consciousness  and  to  help  create  that  sense 
in  the  communities  in  which  they  live.^^ 

The  literature  dealing  with  success  prediction  has  shown  that 
while  musical  talent  tests  have  a  limited  usefulness,  students  continue 
to  drop  out  of  music  programs  in  increasing  numbers.  While  correlations 
of  music  aptitude  tests  with  personality  have  been  attempted  in  the 
past,  differences  in  personality  between  dropouts  and  persisters  have 
not  proven  significant.  This  is  another  reason  why  the  present  research 
asks  the  question  "Is  there  a  difference  between  dropouts  and  persisters 
in  terms  of  personality  traits?” 


O  O 

Robert  August  Tamke,  "The  Function  of  Music  Education  in  the 
Organization  of  Personality”  (unpublished  Ph.D.  thesis.  The  University 
of  Texas,  Austin,  Texas,  1947). 
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CHAPTER  III 


DESIGN  OF  THE  STUDY 

The  present  study  was  carried  out  with  students  and  former 
students  of  the  music  training  program  of  the  Faculty  of  Education, 
University  of  Alberta  known  as  ME  LAB.  The  first  part  of  this 
chapter  describes  M  E  L  A  B  and  explains  where  the  information  for  the 
study  was  obtained.  The  second  part  describes  the  measuring  instru¬ 
ments  used.  The  third  and  fourth  parts  deal  with  collection  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  data. 


I.  SETTING  OF  THE  STUDY 

Since  September  1963  children  in  the  Edmonton  public  and  sepa¬ 
rate  junior  high  schools  where  instrumental  music  is  not  offered  have 
been  able  to  receive  instruction  on  band  and  orchestral  instruments 
at  the  Faculty  of  Education,  University  of  Alberta.  The  program  is 
known  as  M  E  L  A  B,  (Music  Education  Laboratory).  The  instruments  and 
other  equipment  for  the  program  are  provided  by  the  Faculty  of  Education. 
Instruction  is  provided  by  student  teachers  (undergraduate  second, 
third  and  fourth  year  university  students)  whose  participation  is  ac¬ 
cepted  in  lieu  of  normal  practice  teaching  in  the  schools. 

The  children  participate  in  M  E  L  A  B  as  an  extra-curricular 
activity  coming  to  the  University  on  Wednesday  evenings  from  5  p.m.  to 
7  p.m.  and  on  Saturday  mornings  from  9  a.m.  to  12  noon.  Since  its  in¬ 
ception  approximately  350  students  have  been  recruited  into  the  program. 
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Each  year  new  recruiting  is  carried  out  at  the  grade  VII  level.  After 
their  first  year  in  the  program  students  may  become  members  of  the 
senior  organizations  operated  by  M  E  L  A  B.  Thus,  the  students  who 
began  in  1963  are  now  grade  XI  students  in  high  school  and  are  members 
of  the  M  E  L  A  B  Concert  Band,  which  has  fifty  members.  Other  students 
who  have  stayed  in  the  program  are  distributed  in  the  senior  organiza¬ 
tions  now  in  operation.  Table  V  shows  the  breakdown  of  students  in 
M  E  L  A  B  as  of  December  1967. 

The  procedures  used  for  selecting  children  for  M  E  L  A  B  are 
structured  to  eliminate  those  who  are  not  serious  about  participation. 
The  large  number  of  applications  make  it  necessary  to  eliminate  many 
children  even  before  the  testing  procedures  are  carried  out.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  researcher  the  selecting  devices  and  testing  procedures 
have  not  proven  successful  since  the  drop  out  rate  has  been  over  50 
per  cent.  This  is  another  reason  which  prompted  the  present  study. 

The  recruiting  and  selecting  procedures  used  in  M  E  L  A  B  are 
as  follows : 

1.  At  the  beginning  of  each  university  year,  all  junior  high 

schools  where  instrumental  music  is  not  taught  are  visited 
by  student  teachers  who  explain  M  E  L  A  B  to  the  grade  VII 
students.  The  student  teachers  make  their  own  arrange¬ 
ments  with  the  principals  of  the  schools  they  will  visit. 

2.  When  speaking  to  the  grade  VII  children,  the  undergraduates 

were  instructed  to  emphasize: 

(a)  the  large  amount  of  time  required  for  home  practice. 
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TABLE  V 


BREAKDOWN  OF  M  E  L  A  B  PARTICIPANTS  ACCORDING  TO 
GRADE  IN  SCHOOL  AND  ACCORDING  TO  GROUP 
WITH  WHICH  THEY  WERE  PERFORMING 
AS  OF  DECEMBER  1967* 


Recruited 

1963 

Recruited 

1964 

Recruited 

1965 

Recruited 

1966 

Grade  XI 

Grade  X 

Grade  IX 

Grade  VIII 

Total 

Concert 

Band 

19 

21 

10 

50 

Concert 

Orchestra 

8 

9 

2 

19 

Senior 

Band 

10 

11 

21 

Senior 

Orchestra 

5 

15 

20 

Total 

19 

29 

34 

28 

110 

*Grade  XI  students  who  were  recruited  in  October  of  1963  were  all  started 
on  band  instruments,  hence  the  orchestra  enrollment  begins  for  grade  X 
students  who  were  recruited  in  October  1964. 
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(b)  that  no  school  credit  is  granted  for  participation  in 
M  E  L  A  B, 

(c)  that  parents  will  be  required  to  purchase  an  instrument 
if  they  wish  their  child  to  continue  after  the  first 
year , 

(d)  that  this  program  must  take  precedence  over  other 
extra-curricular  activities,  and 

(e)  that  assignment  to  an  instrument  would  be  made  at  the 
discretion  of  the  instructors. 

3.  The  students  were  then  asked  to  indicate  whether  they  wished 

to  apply  for  membership  in  M  E  L  A  B  and  those  who  expressed 
an  interest  were  given  an  application  form  to  take  home. 

(See  Appendix  B  for  copy  of  application  form.) 

4.  Although  the  request  for  an  application  form  came  from  the 

child,  the  actual  act  of  application  was  required  of  the 
parent  who  in  addition  was  required  to  express  his  willing¬ 
ness  to  supervise  home  practice  and  to  provide  all  trans¬ 
portation  that  was  needed.  Hence,  if  a  child  succeeded  in 
getting  the  application  form  mailed  to  the  University,  he 
probably  possessed  two  important  assets  for  school  music: 
self-motivation  and  parent  support.  Of  all  the  application 
forms  distributed  each  year  (approximately  1,200),  about 
100  to  150  were  mailed  back  to  the  university. 

5.  Application  forms  returned  to  the  university  were  reviewed 

by  the  M  E  L  A  B  staff,  and  then  each  parent  was  invited  to 
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bring  his  child  to  the  university  on  the  following  Saturday 
morning  for  an  interview  and  aptitude  testing. 

6 .  The  aptitude  tests  used  have  varied  from  year  to  year  but 

usually  included  the  Seashore  pitch  and  tonal  memory  test, 
the  Farnum  Reading  test  and  the  Drake  Elhythm  test.  During 
the  interview  each  student  was  measured  for  arm  length, 
finger  length,  height  and  weight;  classified  by  teeth  irregu¬ 
larities,  jaw  structure,  lip  formation  and  general  build 
(small,  medium,  large.)  In  addition,  information  was  gathered 
concerning  his  musical  background,  the  educational  and  musical 
background  of  parents,  number  and  age  of  brothers  and  sisters, 
and  whether  an  instrument  was  owned  by  and/or  played  by  any 
other  member  of  the  family.  The  interviewer  was  also  asked 
to  rate  each  candidate  as  to  the  probability  of  success  of 
the  candidate. 

7.  During  the  week  following  testing  and  interviewing  the  selection 

of  successful  applicants  was  made  and  on  the  following  Satur¬ 
day  these  children  were  retested  by  one  of  the  directors  on 
instrument  mouthpieces  for  assignment  to  an  instrument. 

8.  Consideration  was  given  to  the  instrument  preference  of  each 

child  but  other  factors  also  played  a  large  part  in  the 
assignment  of  each  student.  Those  whose  first  choice  was  a 
string  instrument,  were  likely  to  be  placed  there  because  of 
the  general  lack  of  interest  in  string  playing.  The  instru¬ 
ments  available  from  the  M  E  L  A  B  stores;  the  need  for 
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balance  among  the  sections  of  both  band  and  orchestra  groups; 
whether  or  not  the  child  had  access  to  his  own  instrument  as 
well  as  the  distance  which  the  students  had  to  travel  to  the 
university  were  all  factors  considered  in  the  assignment  of 
instruments . 

A  summary  of  total  instrumentation  for  the  four  year  period 
1963-1967  is  shown  in  Table  VI.  This  table  indicates  the  largest  number 
of  students  were  assigned  to  play  violin  (58  students  or  22  per  cent 
of  the  total).  The  total  number  of  students  assigned  to  the  whole 
string  section  was  101  or  38  per  cent  while  79  students  or  30  per  cent 
in  the  woodwind  section,  67  students  or  25  per  cent  in  the  brass  section 
and  18  students  or  7  per  cent  in  the  percussion  section.  It  should 
also  be  noted  that  the  string  instruments  were  not  added  until  one  year 
after  the  program  was  started. 

One  effect  of  these  lengthy  recruiting,  selection,  and  assign¬ 
ment  procedures  was  to  impress  upon  the  successful  applicants  that  the 
M  E  L  A  B  staff  and  the  university  meant  serious  business,  and  that  the 
requirement  for  them  would  be  a  firm  commitment  not  to  be  taken  lightly. 
This  tended  to  eliminate  a  few  more  of  the  less  motivated  children. 

From  this  point  on,  there  was  a  cumulative  file  kept  for  every 
child  in  the  program.  This  file  contained: 

1.  application  forms, 

2.  results  of  music  aptitude  tests, 

3.  all  measurements  taken  on  the  first  day, 

4.  instrument  to  which  child  was  assigned. 
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TABLE  VI 


SUMMARY  OF  TOTAL  INSTRUMENTATION  FOR 
THE  FOUR  YEAR  PERIOD  1963-1967 


Instrument 

Number  of  Students 
Assigned  to  Play 

Violin 

58 

Clarinet 

49 

Trumpet 

26 

Viola 

20 

Drums 

18 

Cello 

18 

Flute 

15 

Trombone 

14 

French  Horn 

13 

Saxes 

14 

Baritone 

8 

Tuba 

6 

String  Bass 

5 

Oboe 

1 

265* 

*The  total  of  265  students  here  shown  does  not 
include  42  students  who  have  moved  away  from 
Edmonton  and  could  not  be  included  in  the  drop 
out  or  the  stay  in  statistics. 
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5.  record  of  number  of  absentees  and  fates, 

6.  record  of  amount  of  home  practice  done  by  the  student, 

7.  results  of  examination  as  administered  by  the  M  E  L  A  B  staff, 

8.  results  of  examinations  taken  from  the  Western  Board  of  Music 

and , 

9.  letters  from  parents  concerning  children's  progress,  special 

problems,  etc.,  and  copies  of  letters  sent  home  to  parents 
as  answers  to  such  problems  by  the  staff. 

These  records  are  kept  indefinitely  and  when  children  drop  out 
of  the  program,  the  reason  for  their  doing  so  is  recorded  and  kept  on 
file.  It  was  from  these  records  that  the  following  information  about 
each  student  was  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  this  research: 

1.  the  name  of  the  child, 

2.  his  home  address, 

3.  his  home  phone  number, 

4.  the  school  he  was  attending  when  he  joined  M  E  L  A  B, 

5.  the  scores  of  all  tests  he  took  while  in  M  E  L  A  B, 

6.  the  instrument  to  which  he  was  assigned, 

7.  whether  he  was  still  in  the  program  and  in  which  organization. 

If  he  was  not  still  in  the  program,  whether  he  had  moved 
away  or  dropped  out, 

8.  if  a  dropout,  the  reason  for  withdrawing,  and 

9.  the  length  of  time  each  dropout  stayed  in  the  program. 

This  information  was  compiled  into  separate  lists  for  students 
who  were  still  in  the  program  and  those  who  were  not.  From  the  addresses 
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of  the  latter  while  they  were  still  in  the  program,  it  was  ascertained 
which  schools  they  should  now  be  attending.  Each  of  these  schools  was 
then  phoned  for  confirmation  and  the  names  of  those  actually  in  atten¬ 
dance  were  placed  on  a  "confirmed  dropout"  list.  The  names  of  those 
not  in  attendance  were  placed  on  a  "missing  persons"  list  and  a  check 
of  other  schools  was  made.  Also  some  children  in  M  E  L  A  B  who  knew 
these  children  or  went  to  the  same  school  were  asked  to  furnish  any 
additional  information  on  their  whereabouts.  As  a  last  resort,  students 
who  could  not  be  located  by  this  method  were  phoned  at  home,  using  the 
latest  phone  numbers  available.  After  all  avenues  were  exhausted,  a 
final  list  of  children  who  had  moved  away  or  could  not  be  located  was 
compiled.  This  list  totalled  forty-two  students.  None  of  these  names 
has  been  used  in  entering  any  of  the  tabulations  except  in  the  total 
number  of  students  who  started  the  program.  They  are,  therefore,  not 
included  in  the  drop  out  figures  since  their  moving  away  had  deprived 
them  of  the  choice  of  staying  in  the  program.  Final  figures  thus  ob¬ 
tained  are  shown  in  Table  VII. 

II.  SELECTION  AND  DESCRIPTION  OF 
MEASURING  INSTRUMENTS 


Personality  Test 

In  an  effort  to  find  a  test  which  would  fit  the  requirements  of 
this  research,  a  thorough  search  was  made  of  the  library  of  psychological 
tests  at  the  Faculty  of  Education,  University  of  Alberta.  Although 
several  tests  were  found,  these  were  either  so  general  or  so  out  of 
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TABLE  VII 

CLASSIFICATION  AND  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION 
OF  M  E  L  A  B  ENROLLEES  1963-1967 


No. 

%  of  Total  Enrollment 

Total  number  of  students  who  moved 
away  or  could  not  be  located 

42 

13.5% 

Total  number  of  students 
as  drop  out  students 

considered 

155 

50.0% 

Total  number  of  students 
as  stay  in  students 

cons idered 

110 

36.5% 

Total  number  of  students  who 
started  program  from  1963-1967 


307 


100% 
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date  that  they  could  not  be  recommended  by  the  psychology  staff  as 
adequate  or  reliable. 

The  Bernreuter  Personality  test  was  examined  since  this  test 
was  used  in  several  of  the  research  papers  carried  out  during  the 
1930 's  and  1940 's  (refer  to  Chapter  II).  This  test  was  rejected  be¬ 
cause  it  had  been  widely  criticized  by  contemporary  psychologists. 

One  such  criticism  came  from  Vernon  who  says,  "It  is  difficult  to  see 
any  use  whatsoever  in  selecting  for  miscellaneous  personality  classi¬ 
fications,  inventories  like  Bernreuter."^ 

Upon  the  advice  of  Dr.  C.C.  Anderson  of  the  Faculty  of  Education, 
University  of  Alberta,  the  Institute  for  Personality  and  Ability  Tes¬ 
ting  in  Champaign,  Illinois  was  asked  for  samples  of  the  tests  they 
distributed.  From  those  received,  the  one  which  best  suited  the  task 
was  the  "Junior-Senior  High  School  Personality  Questionnaire"  (here¬ 
after  known  as  H.S.P.Q.).  (See  Appendix  C  for  copy  of  questionnaire.) 
This  test,  which  was  prepared  by  Dr.  Raymond  B.  Cattell,  research  pro¬ 
fessor  in  psychology  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  and  Halla  Beloff 
of  Queens  University,  Northern  Ireland,  was  valuable  for  several 
reasons  : 

1.  It  was  the  only  test  which  listed  as  testable  traits  the  conative 
personality  factors  with  which  the  present  study  is  particu¬ 
larly  concerned;  i.e.,  (a)  persistent  versus  undependable, 

(b)  dominant  personality  as  opposed  to  the  submissive  person- 

^Philip  E.  Vernon,  Personality  Tests  and  Assessments  (London; 
Methuen  and  Company,  1957),  p.  326. 
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ality.  (See  factors  "G"  and  "E",  Table  VIII,  p.  50) 

2.  It  was  specifically  designed  for  people  between  the  ages  of 

twelve  and  seventeen  years,  the  ages  of  the  children  in 
this  study.  Most  personality  tests  were  intended  for  older 
people . 

3.  Most  psychological  researchers  warn  against  trying  to  separate 

any  one  or  two  dimensions  of  personality  such  as  perseverance 
and  dominance  from  the  whole  personality.  For  this  reason, 
the  whole  H.S.P.Q.  was  used  since  the  design  of  this  test 
was  aimed  at  "giving  the  maximum  information  in  the  shortest 
time  about  the  greatest  number  of  dimensions  of  personality." 
Some  other  special  features  of  the  H.S.P.Q.  are  listed  by  the 


author . 

1.  It  includes  all  research-demonstrated  dimensions  of  personality 

of  potential  importance  in  clinical,  education  and  counseling 
practice . 

2.  By  adding  such  comprehensive  personality  dimension  measure¬ 

ments  to  ability  measurement,  it  almost  doubles  the  accuracy 
of  prediction  of  school  achievement. 

3.  It  gives  the  teacher  direct  understanding  and  evaluation  of 

those  aspects  of  a  particular  child's  personality  (over  and 
above  his  intelligence)  that  are  contributing  to,  or  detrac¬ 
ting  from,  his  performance  in  school. 

4.  It  provides  a  base  for  routine,  cumulative  records  of  a 

child's  personality  development,  on  an  annual  or  semi-annual 
basis,  using  the  same  kind  of  scales  as  are  employed  at 
other  ages,  and  which  are  equally  relevant  to  child  guidance, 
counselling  and  classroom  purposes. 

5.  It  is  equally  applicable  for  group  and  individual  testing  pur¬ 

poses  . 

6.  It  is  adapted  to  more  or  less  extended  testing,  according  to 


2 

Raymond  B.  Cat tell.  Handbook  for  the  Junior-Senior  High  School 
Personality  Questionnaire,  Second  Edition  (Champaign,  Illinois:  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Personality  and  Ability  Testing),  p.  3. 


.4 


(oe  .q  *IIIV  sWxiT  ,'’H”  bfiB  "D”  a:ioJOB5  992) 
lo  893B  aril  aouvriad  aJqosq  2o1t  faaiiglaab  ^iiBoiiiofiqa  aaw  :Jl 
Hi  /laiblirio  DriJ  io  aagB  ari:)  .aiBOX  c993ii9V93  bna  9r/Iow:J 
lablo  loi  b9faiJ9:Jni  oisyj  asaaJ  ^(Ji IB/108'1  aq  iaoM  .^cboja  airfS 

}**  '1 

.1  ’  . .alqoaq 

1^“  ♦  * 

■:■  * 

aifiiBqaa  o:J  iecifigB  H:rBW  a:f9rio:iBDaai  I/ioigolorio^aq  IboM 

a3na29V92'3{9q  an  dou8  ■y;jxlBiioa'i9q  io  a/iolanamlb  ow3  10  ano  \iHfl 

,noaB9i  eirid  io3  .xiilsnopaaq  slx^riw  srid  moxi  so/iB/iiniofa  b/is 

dgad  airid  io  cgiaab  arid  ao/iia  baao  .p.5,2.H  aloriw  arid 

\  ^ 

daoddorfa  arfd  ni  noidBrndoI/ji  mx/iniXBBi  arid  gnivig”  de  baojiB  aBW 
"  .^dllBxioadsq  io  a/ioiansinib  do  lari/nuri  d39dB9:ig  arid  duods  amid 
arid  bad  all  oib  .p.^.S.H  arid  io  asiudsal  Isloaqa  darfdo  amog 


1 


.£ 


s  .loridofi 

^dlJanoatraq  lo  aHoiaftsciib  badjsdda/iornab-riadcaasd  IIb  aabulo/ii  dl  ,I 
grillaenuoa  b/iB  noldsoobs  (Isol/illo  ai  aonBddoqmi  iBidnadoq  io 

^  .aoidoBiq 

-awafiaci  nol^/isoilb  ^dilB/ioadaq  avlanai^adqtnoo,  rfaua  gnlbba  .S, 
XO^iuooe,  arid  aaldirofa  daomls  d.i  td/isuraduaBa/tr  \(dlIldB  od  adrtaoi 

.  .dn'b^valrioB  Iobrio»,lp  Holdoxbsiq  lo 

lo  /loldBi/lBva  b/iB  gjdibnEd adabnu  doadib  darioeaJ  -^arid  aavig  dl  .£ 

bna  dovo)  '^dile/ioadaq  a'bllri^  iBlubiddBb  £  io  adoaqafi  aaorfd 
-DEddab  do  tOd  snidi/di:idnob  9dB  dsrfd  (aoHagxIIad/ix  axri  ovodB  •  <  *** 

'  .loorioa  xix  aancnjdoidaq  eld  <mo'ii  g/rid  » 

B  io  ab^oosi  avldBluauD  ^a/ixduod  loi  aaBd  &  aabivp'iq  dl  .A 
iBunns-xnaa  do  iBun/iB  he  ho  ^doa^iqolavab  x^-clBnoaioq  a'bli/io 
dB  ba'^oXqma  9dB  3b  aalBoa  io  bnlri  amsa  arid  gqiaii  talaBd 
,aonabl/jg  bixrio  6d  d/jBvaXad  ^i^XlBupa  axB  rioiriw  b/re  (3sgs  ttarido 

.asaoqiuq  moodaaEXo  has  gxriXXaaBOOo 
-dwq  gxildaad  iBublvibni  b/iB  qiiodg  doi  aXdsolIqqB  ^XlEupa  ax  dl  Iri 

. aoaoq 

od  g/iXbdoooE  tgEidaad  faabflsdxa  seal  dp  adom  od  badqEbE  ai  dl  .d 


Ipcri^j^  XisiH  lojgbS-doxnoL  arid  xoi  rioodb/iBH  .XladdEO  -3  bno/nv.BH^ 

-idani  ja'loiTxXXJ  ^/igiBqmBdD)  HoxdxbS,  faxiopaS  t adlB/inox daouP  \:diX£noa'd9*y'< 

xCsJfiidaaT  ^{[dilldA  briB  ^di^X XB/joa'ddS[  io  adud 


49 


time  available,  and  permits  re-testing,  on  the  whole  form, 
after  about  a  three  week's  interval  or  more. 

7.  It  has  separate  rapidly  hand-scorable  answer  sheets  for  the 
handling  of  initial  scores.^ 

Moreover,  the  fourteen  dimensions,  which  have  been  well  confirmed 
in  various  experiments,  cover  most  aspects  of  personality  which  are 
understood  by  psychologists,  so  that  understanding  of  the  individual  as 
well  as  statistical  prediction  is  possible.  Experience  shows  "that 
it  pays  to  continue  to  use  all  personality  dimensions,  and  to  have  ini¬ 
tially,  separate  scores  for  distinct,  psychologically-meaningful  en- 

.  .  ,i4 

titles . " 

Table  VIII  shows  the  measurable  items  of  the  test,  expressed  in 
language  more  commonly  used  by  laymen  rather  than  the  technical  psycho¬ 
logical  expressions.  From  the  Table  it  is  clear  that  a  wide  range  of 
psychological  characteristics  is  being  tested.  Note,  for  example,  that 
dimensions  such  as  A  and  D  refer  to  traits  of  temperament,  while  E  and 
F  are  disposition  characteristics  controlled  to  a  great  degree  by  en¬ 
vironment.  Others  such  as  C,  show  levels  of  dynamic  integration,  and 
item  G  measures  what  is  commonly  called  "ethical  character"  devel¬ 
opment.  The  item  on  general  intelligence  (factor  B)  was  included  be¬ 
cause  it  was  felt  that  it  would  be  convenient  to  have  a  brief  indication 
of  the  general  mental  capacity  factor  along  with  the  other  dimensions. 

Drop  Out  Questionnaire 

Although  the  main  concern  of  the  study  was  to  investigate  the 

Q  4 

’^Ibid .  ,  p.  4.  Ibid.  ,  p.  3. 
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TABLE  VIII 

TITLES  AND  SUMBOLS  FOR  DESIGNATING  THE 


FOURTEEN  DIMENSIONS 

OF  THE  H. 

S . P , A, 

Trait  Designa¬ 
tion  by  letter 

Low  Score  on  Trait 

Versus 

High  Score  on  Trait 

A 

Stiff,  critical 
aloof 

vs 

Warm,  sociable 

B 

Dull 

vs 

Bright  (in  terms  of 

I.Q.) 

C 

Emotional,  immature 
unstable 

vs 

Mature,  calm 

D 

Stodgy 

vs 

Unrestrained 

E 

Mild,  submissive 

vs 

Aggressive,  dominant 

F 

Sober,  serious 

vs 

Enthusiastic,  happy- 
go-lucky 

G 

Casual,  undependable 

vs 

Conscientious,  per¬ 
sistent 

H 

Threat  sensitive 

vs 

Adventurous,  thick- 
skinned 

I 

Tough,  realistic 

vs 

Esthetically  sensitive 

J 

Liking  group  action 

vs 

Fastidiously  individ¬ 
ualistic 

0 

Confident 

vs 

Insecure 

Q2 

Group  Dependent 

vs 

Individually  resource¬ 
ful 

^3 

Uncontrolled,  lax 

vs 

Controlled,  showing 
will  power 

Q4 

Relaxed,  composed 

vs 

Tense,  excitable 
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extent  to  which  personality  weakness  might  account  for  the  tendency 
of  students  to  drop  out  of  music  programs,  a  secondary  purpose  was  to 
discover  the  reasons  that  "dropouts"  gave  for  their  withdrawal.  For 
this  purpose  a  drop  out  questionnaire  was  created  which  consisted  of 
two  parts.  Part  A  was  designed  to  double  check  the  information  obtained 
from  the  M  E  L  A  B  cumulative  record  files.  It  also  asked  for  such 
information  as :  whether  students  were  presently  enrolled  in  a  music 
program,  the  nature  of  such  involvement,  and  if  parents  had  agreed  to 
their  withdrawal  from  M  E  L  A  B.  Part  B  contained  27  possible  reasons 
students  may  have  had  for  withdrawing  as  well  as  space  for  them  to  add 
reasons  not  listed  or  to  comment  on  any  item.  This  questionnaire, 
constructed  by  the  researcher,  was  similar  to  a  drop  out  questionnaire 
used  by  Schweizer  (cited  in  Chapter  II)  but  adapted  to  the  special  con¬ 
ditions  which  existed  in  M  E  L  A  B.  Reasons  unique  to  M  E  L  A  B  were 
used  as  well  as  reasons  which  might  apply  to  any  instrumental  class. 
Students  were  asked  to  check  as  many  items  as  may  apply  to  them  but  no 
ranking  of  reasons  was  asked  for.  (A  complete  summary  of  the  results 
is  given  in  Chapter  IV.) 

III.  COLLECTION  OF  DATA 


Dropouts 

After  confirming  which  school  each  dropout  was  attending  at  the 
time  this  research  was  carried  out,  clearance  was  secured  from  the 
public  and  separate  school  boards  to  visit  the  schools  and  do  the  tes¬ 
ting.  This  request  was  directed  through  the  student  teaching  office 


11 


^'Mzobsxel  9rfJ  "tol  5/iooooB  Jristm  aasnaJosw  ^iiiiinos^taq  iJalrfw  o3  inoJxo 
o3  aiiw  98o<riiiq  Y.ifibnoooa  s.  ^ktm^'isQiq  lo  luo  qoib  ol  azJuabuaa  io 

Yo'i  /laviEiifariJjtw  troa  svaa  ’'s:JiJoqo3b”  -IhAl  snoaesY  o/ii  idvooaib 

io  b^Jaianoo  rfoirf^  baJsaYo  aaw  jasxciiiJoiJaeup  3bo  qoib  a  ©aoqYoq  alril  f 

<*  ■■  ’ 

boniA:tdo  nolJBrmoini  9ili  :)roeri3  aidtrob  od  bangiaab  saw  A  dis9  .addaq  owd 
thua  Yoi  ba^aa  osla  dl  .aaJil  btioasd  avidalwrajo  3  A  J  3  M  arid  rooii 
aleom  a  ni  bslloino  adJiabods  txaridarfw  : sb  noldeja'xoini 

od  boa^gA  biid  adcacfaq  ix  biiB  ^ dXfSfnavXov.nl  fJoua  io^sdudcn,,  arid  ^DiAdSoiq 
BiioaAa'/  aldiaaoq  faaxilBdxioo  S  ddB^  .^JT'A  J  3  M  modi  iBWBttbridxw  ilsrid 
bbs  od  niarid  doi  soivqs  as  IIsw  sB'gxiiwBdfarfdiw  doi'  bBii  avBxi  '(sm  adxisbuda  ^ 

k  sa¬ 

il* 

^adiAonoidaaup  airiT  •^ojadl  ^ne  no  dxianwioo  od  do  faadsll  don  ExioBOdd 

» 

sdlA/moldesup  duo  qodb  b  od  iBixinia  bbw  ^dsfiodossad  sxfd  ^cf  bsdouddenoo 

■i 

Tfloo  iBxoaqa  arid  od  badqsbB  dud  (II  -xadqx.xiO  r.i  bsdxo)  dsslawrioS  yd  bsao 
s'xaw  li  A  J  3  M  od  supinu  axfdaBs3  .3  A  J  3  M  ni  bad^alxs  rloxiJw  auoldlb 
.BBBla  IfidcAoiuddsnl  od  -(iiqqB  drfgixa  rfoiriw  anosBod  as  XIsw  ae  bsao 
on  dad  narid  od  "iXqqa  ajs  amaJi  \nasi  as  Modrio' od  bs^as  sdsw  sdxisbiidB 
8dius9d  arid  io  ^:tBunua  adsiqmoo  A)  '  .loi  bs^Xas  asw  anoaBS-d  io  gulinAi 

(.VI  dsdqBriO  xil  novi^  ai 


ATAfl  30  MTOajJOa  .III 


r— ‘ aduoqodC 
arid  da  solbnaddB  aaw  duoqodb  riofls  loorioe  rioiriw  gnlaailnoo  dSdiA 

arid  (DOdi  bsdUDsa  asw  soxiBdBsIo  ,duo  bsxd-iBo  asw  riodsaasd  alrid  amid 
-asd  arid  ob  bsi»  aloorioa  srid  dlaiv  od  abiaod  ioorfoe  sdAisqaa  boa  allduq 
sflixldfisd  dnsboda  arid  x^uodrid  badasdib*  saw  dasupai  ai^'. 

•i. 

■w 


'  -i 


^  ^  d 


52 


of  the  Faculty  of  Education  of  the  University  of  Alberta  and  approval 
was  granted  by  Mr.  E.A.  Mansfield,  Director  of  Research,  Edmonton  Public 
School  Board;  and  from  Rev.  G.  Leo  Green,  Supervisor  of  Music,  Edmonton 
Separate  School  Board.  (See  Appendix  D  for  copies  of  approval  letters.) 
It  was  left  to  the  researcher  to  contact  each  school  to  make  arrange¬ 
ments  for  individual  and/or  group  testing. 

Testing  in  each  school  where  dropouts  were  attending  would  have 
been  difficult  since  there  were  some  thirty  schools  involved.  It  was 
decided,  therefore,  to  collect  students  in  several  strategically  lo¬ 
cated  schools  and  to  test  all  students  who  were  in  the  same  general 
area  at  the  same  time.  A  map  of  the  city  was  made  showing  the  location 
of  all  schools  and  the  number  of  drop  out  students  in  each  school. 

Where  the  collection  of  students  at  one  school  could  be  arranged,  all 
surrounding  schools  were  asked  to  send  children  to  this  central  testing 
centre . 

A  letter  was  sent  to  each  school  principal  explaining  the  testing 
procedures  showing  which  schools  were  to  be  the  central  testing  schools 
and  which  were  to  be  the  feeder  schools,  and  suggesting  a  schedule  for 
testing.  (See  Appendix  E  for  copy  of  letter  to  principal.)  Along 
with  this  letter  were  sent  the  names  of  students  in  the  principal's 
school,  a  copy  of  the  approval  letter  from  the  respective  school  boards, 
and  a  self-addressed,  stamped  post  card  asking  for  confirmation  of 
arrangements  suggested  in  the  letter.  (See  Appendix  E  for  copy  of  post 
card.)  Transporation  of  students  to  the  testing  centres  was  to  be  by 
transit  system  and  return  bus  tickets  were  given  students  for  this 
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purpose.  A  seven  day  waiting  period  was  allowed  between  the  time  of 

bhe  requests  to  principals  and  the  first  day  of  testing.  This 
allowed  for  final  adjustments  to  be  made  in  the  schedule  and  for  the 
return  of  post  cards  by  principals.  All  the  testing  was  to  be  done  in 
the  two  week  period  between  February  fourteenth  and  February  twenty- 
eighth,  1968. 

On  each  day  of  testing  the  researcher  arrived  early  at  the 
central  testing  schools  in  order  to  make  final  arrangements  with  the 
principal  for  a  testing  room.  When  the  students  arrived  the  researcher 
introduced  himself  and  explained  that  he  was  doing  research  at  the 
University  for  which  he  needed  information  which  they  could  supply  by 
answering  his  questionnaire.  The  testing  directions  were  then  read 
from  the  front  of  the  test  booklet  and  students  proceeded  with  the 
test.  As  suggested  in  the  manual,  students  were  interrupted  at  twelve 
minute  intervals  and  told  how  far  they  should  be  in  the  test.  This 
was  done  in  order  to  encourage  the  students  to  give  their  first  reac¬ 
tion  to  the  questions.  Answers  to  the  questionnaire  were  made  on  a 
separate  answer  sheet  that  was  provided.  (See  Appendix  C  for  copy  of 
answer  sheet.) 

When  students  had  completed  the  H.P.S.Q.,  they  were  given  the 
Drop  Out  Questionnaire  to  complete.  They  were  then  dismissed  with 
thanks . 

Stay  Ins 

Testing  the  stay  in  group  was  a  much  simpler  matter  than  testing 
the  drop  out  group.  Since  these  children  were  still  participating  in 
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the  M  E  L  A  B  program,  they  were  available  as  a  group  at  their  regular 
Saturday  rehearsals.  Arrangements  were  made,  therefore,  to  set  aside 
two  forty  minute  periods  on  consecutive  Saturdays  to  test  the  children. 
Those  who  were  absent  on  the  first  Saturday  were  tested  on  the  following 
Saturday.  A  total  of  one  hundred  and  ten  children  were  tested  for  the 
stay  in  group  on  March  9  and  March  16,  1968.  The  procedures  for  tes¬ 
ting  the  stay  ins  was  the  same  as  for  the  drop  out  group  except  for  the 
omission  of  the  "M  E  L  A  B  Drop  Out  Questionnaire"  with  the  former. 

IV.  TREATMENT  OF  DATA 

High  School  Personality  Questionnaire 

After  the  personality  testing  was  completed,  each  answer  sheet 
was  scored  by  hand.  A  quick  scoring  answer  key  was  supplied  by  the 
Institute  for  Personality  and  Ability  Testing  from  whom  the  test  was 
purchased.  Each  of  the  fourteen  items  of  the  test  (A  to  Q^)  had 
ten  questions  which  could  be  answered  by  an  affirmative,  a  negative 
or  a  neutral  response.  All  but  one  of  the  questions  were  double  scored, 
that  is,  if  a  neutral  answer  was  given  one  point  was  scored,  and  if 
affirmative  or  negative  responses  were  given,  two  points  were  scored. 
Thus,  if  all  questions  in  one  particular  item  were  answered  in  a 
neutral  response,  the  total  raw  score  would  be  ten.  If,  however,  re¬ 
sponses  were  of  the  affirmative  or  negative,  the  total  possible  raw 
score  would  be  twenty.  Questions  one  and  one  hundred  forty-two  asked 
whether  the  student  understood  the  instructions  and  whether  he  answered 
every  question.  They  were,  therefore,  not  scored  as  part  of  the 
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questionnaire.  This  left  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  forty  answerable 
questions  which  were  scored. 

The  raw  scores  were  converted  to  standard  (sten)  scores  by  the 
use  of  the  norms  table  provided  by  the  supplier  of  the  test.  The  sten 
scores  for  both  groups  were  punched  on  I.BoM.  cards  and  programmed  to 
run  the  Kolmogrov- Smirnov  two  sample  test  on  the  I.B.M.  360/67  computer 
under  the  direction  of  the  Division  of  Educational  Research  at  the 
Faculty  of  Education,  University  of  Alberta.  This  procedure  was  to 
test  whether  two  independent  samples  have  been  drawn  from  the  same  popu¬ 
lation  (or  from  populations  with  the  same  distributions.)  It  is  sensi¬ 
tive  to  any  kind  of  difference  in  the  distributions  from  which  the  two 
samples  were  drawn,  and  is  concerned  with  the  agreement  between  two 
cumulative  distributions.  For  example,  it  is  used  to  test  the  prediction 
that  the  scores  of  an  experimental  group  will  be  "better"  than  those  of 
a  control  group. ^ 

It  is  particularly  suitable  for  use  in  this  study,  since  it  is 
not  necessary  for  both  groups  to  be  of  the  same  size.  To  test  which 
group  were  highest  in  each  of  the  fourteen  personality  traits  the 
following  formula  was  used: 

x2  =  4d2 

nl  n2 

where  D  is  the  maximum  difference  between  the  cumulative  distributions 
of  group  one  and  group  two,  n^^  is  the  number  of  samples  in  group  one, 

^Sidney  Siegel,  Nonparametric  Statistics  for  the  Behavioral 
Sciences  (New  York:  McGraw  Hill  Book  Company,  Incorporated,  1956) 
p.  127. 
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and  n2  is  the  number  of  samples  in  group  two.  With  a  df  value  of  2, 

2 

at  the  .05  level  of  significance,  ax  of  5.99  would  be  necessary  in 
order  to  reject  the  null  hypothesis. 

M  E  L  A  B  Drop  Out  Questionnaire 

The  drop  out  questionnaire  was  administered  only  to  the  drop 
out  group.  Data  was  compiled  by  hand,  providing  information  on  the 
total  number  of  responses  to  each  of  the  reasons  why  students  dropped 
out.  A  master  list  was  then  prepared  showing  the  reasons  for  drop  out 
in  rank  order  of  response  (the  highest  number  of  responses  first). 

Data  was  also  compiled  showing  the  number  and  type  of  musical  activities 
these  students  were  participating  in  after  dropping  out  of  M  E  L  A  B. 

A  complete  summary  of  results  of  the  drop  out  questionnaire  is  given 
in  Chapter  IV. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


RESULTS  OF  THE  INVESTIGATION 

I.  RESULTS  OF  PERSONALITY  TEST 

The  results  of  the  analysis  of  the  Kolmogrov- Smirnov  test  are 
shown  in  several  ways.  Table  IX  gives  information  on  the  mean  and 
standard  deviation  for  each  group.  The  mean  scores  for  group  two 
(dropouts)  are  higher  than  those  for  group  one  (stay  ins)  in  every 
item  but  two.  One  of  these  was  item  "D"  which  tested  the  trait  of 
phlegmatic  temperament  (stodgy  versus  unrestrained).  Here,  the  group 
one  mean  was  5.62,  and  group  two  was  5.36.  The  other  item  where  the 
stay  in  group  scored  higher  was  item  "0”  where  a  difference  of  only 
.01  was  noted.  Because  the  mean  differences  on  each  item  are  very 
small  compared  to  the  standard  deviation,  there  is  no  significant 
difference  between  group  one  and  group  two.  This  will  be  confirmed 
by  the  chi  square  test  which  follows. 

The  UMAX  values  and  the  chi  square  values  for  the  fourteen  items 
of  the  personality  test  are  given  in  Table  X.  UMAX  stands  for  the 
largest  or  maximum  differences  between  the  two  sample  cumulative  dis¬ 
tributions  at  each  of  the  fourteen  points.^  The  largest  value  on  the 
chi  square  Table  is  4.09  for  item  Q2.  In  order  for  any  item  to  be 
significant  at  the  .05  level  with  two  degrees  of  freedom  a  chi  square 

^Sidney  Siegel,  Nonparametric  Statistics  for  the  Behavioral 
Sciences  (New  York:  McGraw  Hill  Book  Company,  Incorporated,  1956), 

p .  128 . 
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TABLE  IX 

MEAN  AND  STANDARD  DEVIATION  SCORES  FOR 
GROUP  ONE  AND  GROUP  TWO 


ITEM 

MEAN 

GROUP  TWO 

STANDARD 

DEVIATION 

GROUP  ONE 

GROUP  ONE 

GROUP  TWO 

A 

5.76 

6.03 

2.06 

2.08 

B 

6.09 

6.10 

1.62 

1.75 

C 

4.96 

5.21 

2.05 

2.08 

D 

5.62 

5.36 

2.06 

2.11 

E 

6.12 

6 . 54 

2.20 

1.91 

F 

6.12 

6.21 

1.78 

1.70 

G 

5.44 

5.57 

2.06 

2.00 

H 

5.24 

5.51 

2.23 

1.99 

I 

5.73 

5.78 

1.76 

2.30 

J 

5.55 

5.63 

1.91 

2.05 

0 

5.74 

5.73 

1.97 

2.12 

Qz 

5.51 

5.94 

1.93 

2.06 

5.15 

5.35 

2.35 

1.92 

Qa 

5.34 

5.39 

1.83 

1.93 
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TABLE  X 

DMAX  AND  CHI  SQUARE  VALUES  FOR  THE  FOURTEEN  ITEMS 
OF  THE  PERSONALITY  TEST 


ITEM 

DMAX 

CHI  SQUARE 

A 

0.076 

1.34823 

B 

0.070 

1.17521 

C 

0.073 

1.24776 

D 

0.052 

0.64741 

E 

0.109 

2.76958 

F 

0.062 

0.91444 

G 

0.108 

2.72555 

H 

0.087 

0.77175 

I 

0.070 

1.16266 

J 

0.072 

1.21539 

0 

0.062 

0.90396 

<^2 

0.132 

4.09471 

0.108 

2.77265 

<^4 

0.049 

2 

X  <  5.99  significant  at  .05  level 

0.55621 

X  2iJay*T 


WI'IMTMIIO'J  Min’  .now.  iX'IUJ/.v  I'OiAup^  iho  avu.  yjmi 

l“;WT  YTjXiy.woi'.nwn  :ii;T  'io 


W>l/;Uy2_IHp 

XAMQ 

i  .  J 

o£0.0 

.  J 

OYO.O 

J 

CYO.O 

J  Ab .  0 

seo.o 

8eeb^,£ 

eoi.o 

SbO.O 

(‘i'.i'SX 

80  J.U 

c!\  i  \  \  .0 

\'8U.O 

c)b£bJ  .  1 

OYO.O 

erej£.  J 

svo.o 

cH?M)L'.0 

£dU.O 

S8J  .0 

eds:vY.s: 

80J  .0 

isbee.o 

e^^o.o 

lavol  ilO.  Jji  Jnjioilin;ii:-,  00.2 

60 


value  equal  to  or  greater  than  5.99  must  be  attained.  Hence,  there  is 
no  significant  difference  between  the  two  groups  on  any  item  tested. 

Table  XI  lists  the  frequency  distributions  for  both  groups  on 
all  fourteen  items.  This  table  shows  that  both  groups  responded  in  a 
similar  way  on  all  items.  For  instance,  on  item  ”A",  group  one  had 
four  people  record  a  sten  score  of  one  while  group  two  had  two  people; 
group  one  recorded  twenty-five  people  at  sten  score  six,  while  group 
two  had  thirty-four  at  this  point.  From  these  distributions  it  is 
plain  that  a  graph  of  each  item  would  show  similar  skewness  patterns, 
indicating  similarities  between  the  two  groups  in  their  patterns  of 
responses.  Had  the  two  groups  been  the  same  size  these  similarities 
may  have  been  even  greater.  (There  were  110  in  group  one,  127  in 
group  two . ) 

II.  RESULTS  OF  DROP  OUT  QUESTIONNAIRE 

In  Table  XII,  the  responses  to  question  A  reveal  many  more 
dropouts  from  string,  brass,  and  woodwind  than  from  percussion.  In 
terms  of  percentages  of  dropouts,  however,  (see  Table  XIII)  the  per¬ 
cussion  section  was  highest  with  79  per  cent,  followed  by  brass  with 
62.6  and  strings  with  62.1  per  cent.  The  lowest  drop  out  occurred 
in  the  woodwind  section  which  has  only  43  per  cent.  The  overall 
average  was  58.4  per  cent  for  the  total  program.  From  the  answers  to 
question  B,  it  is  clear  that  the  most  critical  period  is  the  first  year 
of  M  E  L  A  B  membership.  There  were  69  students  (or  54  per  cent) 
who  never  entered  the  second  year  program.  (The  reasons  for  drop  out 
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FREQUENCY  DISTRIBUTION  CHART  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF 
RESPONSES  TO  EACH  OF  THE  FOURTEEN  ITEMS 


IN 

STEN 

SCORES 

FROM 

THE 

H^S.P.Q 

.  TEST 

GROUP 

STEN 

SCORES 

TOTAL 

ITEM 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

One 

4 

4 

9 

8 

20 

25 

21 

9 

6 

4 

110 

A 

Two 

2 

5 

9 

7 

19 

34 

22 

12 

10 

6 

127 

A 

One 

0 

0 

6 

10 

22 

41 

0 

27 

0 

7 

110 

B 

Two 

0 

1 

9 

7 

35 

34 

0 

35 

1 

6 

127 

B 

One 

2 

5 

17 

18 

21 

20 

14 

4 

4 

2 

110 

C 

Two 

5 

5 

17 

16 

23 

30 

16 

5 

5 

6 

127 

C 

One 

3 

2 

8 

23 

23 

13 

18 

9 

6 

6 

110 

D 

Two 

4 

2 

14 

20 

33 

13 

16 

14 

6 

3 

127 

D 

One 

2 

1 

9 

11 

24 

9 

27 

8 

9 

9 

110 

E 

Two 

1 

1 

6 

5 

29 

20 

27 

16 

12 

10 

127 

E 

One 

0 

5 

3 

11 

18 

24 

29 

11 

5 

4 

110 

F 

Two 

2 

2 

0 

14 

30 

16 

32 

24 

5 

2 

127 

F 

One 

4 

4 

8 

25 

15 

19 

19 

9 

2 

5 

110 

G 

Two 

1 

11 

12 

16 

11 

33 

17 

21 

5 

0 

127 

G 

One 

5 

8 

13 

18 

18 

11 

19 

9 

7 

2 

110 

H 

Two 

3 

1 

16 

22 

27 

19 

15 

14 

7 

3 

127 

H 

One 

0 

3 

9 

20 

11 

33 

16 

11 

6 

1 

110 

I 

Two 

6 

5 

9 

20 

8 

36 

16 

10 

7 

10 

127 

I 

One 

1 

4 

9 

22 

23 

13 

19 

12 

5 

2 

110 

J 

Two 

5 

5 

6 

23 

20 

23 

20 

14 

10 

1 

127 

J 

One 

0 

4 

10 

19 

22 

15 

15 

17 

4 

4 

110 

0 

Two 

0 

9 

12 

17 

24 

11 

33 

6 

9 

6 

127 

0 

One 

1 

3 

12 

20 

27 

10 

18 

12 

4 

3 

110 

Q2 

Two 

1 

10 

2 

14 

29 

17 

28 

13 

5 

8 

127 

*^2 

One 

7 

12 

7 

20 

14 

20 

9 

12 

5 

5 

110 

Q3 

Two 

2 

6 

12 

24 

25 

29 

7 

13 

8 

1 

127 

^3 

One 

2 

4 

12 

12 

25 

25 

18 

8 

2 

1 

110 

Q4 

Two 

4 

5 

11 

19 

26 

32 

11 

11 

6 

2 

127 

A 
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SUMMARY  OF  DROP  OUT  QUESTIONNAIRE  PART  A 


QUESTION  A 

Strings 

Winds  Brass 

Percussion 

Total 

What  instrument 
did  you  play? 

50 

40  30 

7 

127 

QUESTION  B 

1  year 

2-3  years 

Over 

3  years 

Total 

How  long  were  you 
in  the  program? 

69 

46 

12 

127 

QUESTION  C 

What  year  did  you 

1963 

1964  1965 

1966 

Total 

join  the  program? 

21 

34  36 

36 

127 

Beginner 

Intermediate 

Senior 

QUESTION  D 

Band 

Band 

Band 

Total 

What  group  were  you 
with  when  you  dropped 

27 

22 

28 

77 

out? 

Beginner 

Intermediate 

Senior 

Strings 

Strings 

Strings 

Total 

23 

12 

15 

50 

Total  - 

50 

34 

43 

127 

QUESTION  E 

Did  your  parents  agree 

Yes 

Total 

to  your  dropping  out? 

80 

47 

127 

QUESTION  F 

Did  you  enroll  in  any 

other 

Yes 

Total 

music  group  after  dropping 

M  E  L  A  B? 

30 

97 

127 

QUESTION  G 

Are  you  presently  in 

Yes 

Total 

any  musical  group? 

27 

100 

127 

Youth 

School  Private 

Orch . 

Program  Study 

Misc . 

Total 

If  yes,  what  kind? 

5 

6 

9 

7 

27 
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TABLE  XIII 


PERCENTAGE 

OF  DROPOUTS 

COMPARED  BY 

SECTION 

SECTION 

INSTRUMENT 

ENROLLED 

DROPPED 

OUT  / 

i  OF  DROP  OUT 

Percussion 

Drums 

18 

13 

79.0% 

Brass 

Trumpet 

26 

17 

68.07o 

Fr.  Horn 

13 

8 

61.0% 

Trombone 

14 

8 

60.0% 

Baritone 

8 

6 

15.0% 

Tuba 

6 

3 

50.0% 

Total 

67 

42 

Average 

-  61.6% 

Strings 

Violin 

58 

37 

64.07o 

Viola 

20 

11 

58.07o 

Cello 

18 

12 

65 . 07o 

Bass 

5 

3 

66.07o 

Total 

101 

63 

Average 

-  62.17o 

Woodwind 

Clarinet 

49 

27 

55.07o 

Sax 

14 

7 

50.07o 

Flute 

15 

3 

20 . 07o 

Oboe 

1 

0 

00.07o 

Total 

79 

37 

Average 

-  43 . 07o 

Total 

265 

155 

Overall  Average  Drop  Out 


58.47o 
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will  show  why  this  figure  is  so  high.  Reasons  for  drop  out  are 
summarized  in  Part  B.)  The  opposite  end  of  the  scale,  however,  indi¬ 
cates  that  the  more  training  a  student  received,  the  less  likely  he 
was  of  dropping  out.  Only  12  students  (or  9  per  cent)  dropped  out 
after  three  years  training  or  more.  The  answer  to  question  D  also 
confirms  this  since  the  beginning  band  and  beginning  string  groups 
suffered  the  highest  drop  out  rate  of  the  total  M  E  L  A  B  program. 

In  questions  E,  F,  and  G,  while  62  per  cent  of  the  parents 
gave  permission  for  their  children  to  drop  out,  only  25  per  cent  of 
the  dropouts  were  enrolled  in  any  kind  of  musical  activity  after 
dropping  out.  Of  these,  more  than  half  were  taking  private  study, 
rather  than  participating  in  organized  group  work. 

A  summary  of  the  total  enrollment,  the  total  number  of  dropouts 
and  stay  ins,  and  the  percentages  of  each  are  shown  in  Table  XIV.  The 
difference  between  the  total  drop  out  reported  here  (155)  and  in 
Table  XII  (127)  is  due  to  the  twenty-eight  students  who  were  away 
from  school  on  the  days  of  testing.  The  answered  questionnaires  totaled 
only  127,  while  the  located  drop  out  list  included  155  students. 

The  three  most  common  instruments  in  each  section,  namely  vio¬ 
lins  in  the  string  section,  trumpets  in  the  brass  section  and  clarinets 
in  the  woodwind  section,  headed  the  list  in  total  number  enrolled, 
and  in  total  number  dropping  out.  In  terms  of  instrument  sections. 

Table  XIII  shows  the  woodwinds  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  drop  out  list, 
the  string  section  in  the  centre  while  the  brass  and  percussion  headed 


the  list. 
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TABLE  XIV 

SUMMARY  OF  TOTAL  STUDENT  ENROLLMENT*,  DROP  OUT, 
AND  STAY  IN,  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING 
TO  INSTRUMENTATION 


Instrument 

Total* 

Student 

Enrollment 

No.  now 
still  in 
Program 

Percentage 
of  stay 
in 

No.  who 
dropped 
out 

Percentage 
of  drop 
out 

Violin 

58 

21 

367c 

37 

647c 

Clarinet 

49 

22 

457o 

27 

557c 

Trumpet 

26 

9 

327o 

17 

687o 

Viola 

20 

9 

427c 

11 

587c 

Drums 

18 

5 

217o 

13 

797o 

Cello 

18 

6 

357o 

12 

657c 

Flute 

15 

12 

807o 

3 

207c 

Trombone 

14 

6 

407c 

8 

607c 

Saxes 

-14 

7 

507o 

7 

507c 

French  Horn 

13 

5 

337c 

8 

677o 

Baritone 

8 

2 

257c 

6 

757c 

Tuba 

6 

3 

507c 

3 

507c 

String  Bass 

5 

2 

407c 

3 

607c 

Oboe 

1 

1 

1007c 

0 

007c 

Total 

265 

110 

41.67c 

155 

58.47, 

*  The  total  student  enrollment  does  not  include  some  42  students  who  had 
moved  away  from  Edmonton  and  could  not  be  included  in  either  the  stay 
in  or  drop  out  categories. 


I 

I 

I 

t 


Tjit: 

,  ■•TSllli 

-.k; 

\vc . 

•y/jA 

/a: 

'tj  j/j'fj; 

.lyjii'.'yA'j:.  jv: 

':fiv  .ci'i 

vox.’  .  jl'j 

.V u'..?  , 

•% 

...  .«  •%  -  . 

^  JC’ 

w  .  A  J 

r*  '* 

W-L-  A 

'  .'  j. /*.*  - 

v.oj. 

J  ; ;  Jii:!.  .'.  J  i  Xi-X 

.s-d 

V*  >  .• 

.>  J  w 

A.:  .lo-i:  V 

r^i 

';o  "z 

«j\  s-  ■»“ 

SS 

CA 

f  i>.»i  i  AjoI 

r''>d 

\i 

U\  ^  w 

C 

c).\ 

11 

o!l^ 

9 

OS 

JCiiC)  i  V 

o^^‘\ 

f.i 

onII: 

C 

31 

jumiTid 

o'!':') 

';j 

o!e£ 

d 

81 

oj;.l£)0 

c!0V 

f. 

kcng 

SI 

ei 

oJjjII 

o'TO'"' 

H 

;?o+'. 

6 

o/ioJmo:iT 

aOC 

\ 

o!0c’. 

Y 

;;oxx;8 

.ao 

8 

X££ 

e 

£1 

inoH  /foijo’j'I 

3 

ACS 

s 

8 

'jj;o  J  j  ‘.rj-fl 

TAy 

i' 

A’OC 

£ 

d 

x.cU/T 

:!o: 

i' 

V_ 

AOA 

£ 

£ 

oW'' 

0 

XOOi 

r 

. 

-lOdO 

— - —  - 

—  -  - 

- - - 

—  -  - - 

— 

— — - 

w*  .  - - 

■j  f 

.  -‘ 

(/i  j. 

■£  k 

- — 

- - -  ^ . 

—  —  ... 

_ 

■V  ' : 

'>u3a  ^,'  .  r.op. 

•^bisl'jr.'  jo;! 

Io';/T9  .'T’9f’'r  ■ 

1  r  V  ^  T  ^  ^  *• 

;  1.  .  1- 

JL 'jP  '  jCf  Jon  i.: 

I;j’,  ■)  bnr 

-rrcf':'-''! 

A.-."  iV 

.  -iO 

: 7 j.' ;■  j  -y.j  , 

-  A .  .  •  X  i 

66 


Part  B  of  the  drop  out  questionnaire  is  summarized  in  Table  XV. 
The  number  of  responses  to  each  item  is  listed  and  the  items  are 
arranged  in  descending  order  of  total  responses.  The  two  most  fre¬ 
quently  marked  items  received  almost  25  per  cent  of  the  total  responses 
and  dealt  with  the  use  of  student  time.  There  were  a  total  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  responses  to  these  two  questions.  Items  three 
and  four  which  averaged  sixty  responses  dealt  with  lack  of  variety 
in  activities  and  music  offered  by  the  program.  Other  items  of  inter¬ 
est  are  numbers  fifteen  and  seventeen.  In  the  former,  only  nineteen 
students  claimed  they  dropped  out  to  upgrade  their  marks  in  academic 
subjects  and  in  the  latter,  only  sixteen  claimed  that  the  cost  was 
too  high.  The  question  on  cost  may  be  somewhat  misleading,  however. 

It  is  most  likely  that  this  is  a  factor  which  caused  many  students 
to  drop  out  (considering  that  69  students  or  54  per  cent  never  entered 
the  second  year  program),  but  one  which  students  were  not  aware  of, 
or  wished  to  report.  It  may  have  been  a  factor  which  parents  would 
have  listed  as  a  reason  for  withdrawal  of  their  child  but  this  infor¬ 
mation  does  not  reflect  in  the  responses  by  students. 

The  total  number  of  responses  up  to  question  twenty-six  in  the 
questionnaire  were  seven  hundred  and  eighteen,  which  means  that  each 
student  checked  an  average  of  5.7  items  as  reasons  for  dropping  out. 

Question  twenty-seven  was  answered  by  one  hundred  and  one 
students.  Sixty-one  of  these  said  that  they  would  recommend  that 
their  friends  take  the  M  E  L  A  B  program  even  though  they  themselves 
dropped  out  while  forty  said  they  would  not  recommend  the  program  to 
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TABLE  XV 

SUMMARY  OF  DROP  OUT  QUESTIONNAIRE  -  PART  B 

(ANSWERS  TO  QUESTIONS  ABOUT  REASONS  FOR  DROPPING 
OUT  IN  ORDER  OF  NUMBER  OF  RESPONSES  TO 
EACH  QUESTION  BY  DROPOUTS) 


Number  of 
Responses 

Reason  for  Dropping  out  Checked  by  Students 

1. 

90 

Too  much  time  required  for  practicing  outside  of 
school . 

2. 

77. 

Needed  more  time  for  extra-curricular  programs. 

3. 

61 

Not  enough  variety  of  activities. 

4. 

59 

Not  enough  variety  of  music. 

5. 

46 

Disliked  instructor (s) . 

6 . 

39 

Conflict  with  athletics. 

7. 

39 

Not  interesting  enough  for  me  to  waste  my  time. 

8. 

38 

Should  have  offered  greater  variety  of  type  of 
program. 

9. 

31 

Lack  of  individual  attention  given  to  students. 

10. 

30 

Preferred  to  work  after  school  hours. 

11. 

28 

Friends  didn't  like  Band  or  Orchestra. 

12. 

25 

Teachers  demanded  too  much  perfection. 

13. 

25 

Teachers  did  not  have  enough  training  to  do  an 
adequate  job  and  an  interesting  job. 

1 — 1 

19 

Lived  too  far  from  University  and  couldn't  find 
or  afford  transportation. 

15. 

19 

Dropped  out  in  order  to  upgrade  academic  marks. 

16. 

16 

Did  not  like  2nd  and  3rd  parts  I  was  given. 

\d 


/it. 


H' 


VX  HJSAT 

a  ma  -  aHiAKTioiT8aup  tuq  ao^ti  ao  yay>fi-ii;8 


sFnaaoM  .aoi  zmzp^si  TUoaA;  2>ioiT2?iup  ot  p.aav.’8f!A) 
or  aaavioaj^afi  ao  aasMUfi  lo  .^cdio  hi  luo 
(eiuoaoaa  ya  HoiTEaup  h'om 


aiJiDbuJE  \^d  ba>t»DdD  duo  gfljggoitQ  ttol  xioas^a 


-  ’ 

lo  9b±a:riJO  gnxoiJoBiq  "loi  baiiupsi  amij  rioum,  ooT 

.loorfoa 

.RinBigoixq  iBXtfolutfO-Btrdxs  lol  atni;^  bsbBsPl 

.  asictiviJoB  Ip  '^^axxav  JoVl 

t 

.Dlaoiri  io  ^dsl^Bv  dsuons  :JoH 
^  _  !  (a)xo3oi;i:Jani  bsjiilalQ 

*"  I’f*' 

.  .aol:t9liiJB  rfitlw  dslIIxTbO 

:■  ^ 

.amiJ  \m  9ie6w  o3  sm  lol  figffpBB  gui^asttsani  3oH 

/ 

2o  Io  \{3Bi'iBV  i9iiB9Xg  bsiOlIo  avBri  biuorfE 

„  .  msttgoiq 

a  - 

.DJBobixde  oa  navig  noJtJxisIlB  iBubivibni  io  ^IdbJ 
.z'luod  Joorioa  loiiB  >I:tow  oJ  bsxxsiaia 
.sTdeBrio^O  io  biiBS  s.?!!!  3‘Abib  abnaiil 

4 

.Aoiloaiisq  riouci  oo^  babbsmab  aisrioBsT 

0 

lift  ob  03  sbIaIbij  rlgpons  avs/i  3ofl  bxb<-^  aiarioBoT 
•  dot  gni320xa3nx  bb  bnsi  doc  &3BupsbB 

bAli  3'nbluoo  bnB  -^31  aiSij^xiU  oto:ri  lai  ool  boviJ  ® 

.AOX3B3XOq3nB33  bloiiB  30  -- 

.8/f3Bra  otmdbBOB  dbBisqo  o3;  xabio  nJt  3ao  bsqqoiQ 

i 

.nuvie  3*w  I  a33Bq  b3t  bxjB,  bixS  a.)fxl  ion.  bxQ 


io  isUjouII 
aaauoqaaH 


4 


oe 

.i 

.XX  .. 

is 

id 

.e 

ee 

.A 

db 

QC 

.d 

e£ 

A 

ee 

.8 

i£ 

.e 

oe 

.01 

ss 

.li 

es 

.SI 

es 

.£J 

ei 

.AX 

ex 

i: 

.ex 

di 

..dl 

68 


TABLE  XV  (continued) 


Number  of 

Responses  Reason  for  Dropping  out  Checked  by  Students 


17. 

16 

Cost  was  too  high.  Couldn't  afford  it. 

18. 

13 

Parents  insisted  I  was  doing  too  many  things. 

19. 

10 

Music  was  too  hard  to  play. 

20. 

9 

Too  many  students  fooled  around  during  rehearsals 

21. 

9 

Too  many  junior  students  in  groups. 

22. 

6 

There  were  too  few  public  performances. 

23. 

5 

Ill  health  -  couldn't  play  instrument. 

24. 

4 

Advised  to  drop  by  M  E  L  A  B  instructors. 

25. 

3 

Advised  to  drop  by  other  teachers  or  counselors. 

26. 

1 

Forced  to  drop  out  because  of  challenge  system. 

718 

Total 

27. 

61 

Yes 

Would  you  recommend  that  your  friends  take  the 

40 

No 

program  even  if  you  dropped  out? 

28. 

(A  summary  of  comments  on  question  twenty-eight 
are  listed  below.  This  question  asked  for  com¬ 
ments  on  the  program  or  on  any  of  the  above  items 

23 

Did  not  like  the  assigned  instrumento 

18 

Did  not  like  Saturday  morning  rehearsals. 

18 

Program  was  too  time  consuming. 

14 

Rules  too  rigid  and  authoritarian. 

11 

Rehearsals  too  long. 

10 

Became  bored  with  the  program. 

.4* 
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TABLE  XV  (continued) 


Number  of 

Responses  Reason  for  Dropping  out  Checked  by  Students 

8  Did  not  like  the  choice  of  music. 

4  Good  students  held  back  by  poor  students. 

3  Withdrew  to  join  Junior  Symphony. 

2  Did  not  like  instructors. 

Ill  Total. 
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their  friends. 

Question  twenty-eight  asked  the  students  to  volunteer  comments 
on  any  phase  of  the  program  or  any  of  the  items  on  the  questionnaire. 
While  some  students  commented  at  great  length,  giving  further  reasons 
for  dropping  out,  other  students  did  not  comment  at  all.  There  were 
one  hundred  and  eleven  reasons  volunteered  which  have  been  categorized 
by  the  researcher  into  ten  groups.  The  last  five  items  received 
twenty-seven  responses  but  were  considered  to  be  less  important  than 
the  first  five  categories  which  contained  some  interesting  information. 
These  items  contained  eighty-four  responses  which  represented  75.6  per 
cent  of  the  volunteered  responses.  All  of  the  top  five  items  were 
expressions  of  dissatisfaction  about  things  over  which  the  student 
himself  had  no  control.  (i.e.  choice  of  instrument,  rehearsal  times, 
choice  of  music,  rules  and  regulations  of  the  program.)  This  indicates 
that  a  greater  voice  in  the  operations  and  decision  making  process 
within  the  program  was  considered  desirable  by  the  students  who  dropped 
out.  The  total  number  of  responses  to  the  drop  out  questionnaire  was 
930  giving  an  average  of  7.3  responses  per  person  for  the  whole 
questionnaire . 
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CHAPTER  V 


I.  SUMMARY 

The  purpose  of  this  study  was  to  determine  if  there  were  differ¬ 
ences  in  personality  between  students  who  started  music  training  and 
stayed  with  the  program,  and  those  who  started  but  later  dropped  out. 

If  differences  were  confirmed,  a  personality  test  might  then  be  used 
as  a  predictor  of  success  in  instrumental  music  classes. 

A  fourteen  point  personality  questionnaire  was  administered  to 
two  groups  of  students.  One  group  were  participants  who  had  stayed 
in  the  M  E  L  A  B  program  at  the  University  of  Alberta  for  a  period  of 
from  one  to  four  years.  The  other  group  were  students  who  had  joined 
this  program  but  had  since  dropped  out.  The  personality  questionnaire 
was  analyzed  by  the  Kolmogrov-Smirnov  two  sample  test.  The  results 
showed  no  significant  differences  between  the  two  groups  on  any  of 
the  personality  traits. 

A  twenty-eight  item  information  questionnaire  was  also  adminis¬ 
tered  to  the  drop  out  group  asking  them  why  they  dropped  out.  Tabula¬ 
tions  of  the  reasons  for  student  drop  out  revealed  that  there  were 
many  factors  attributable  to  the  drop  out  from  the  M  E  L  A  B  program. 

II.  CONCLUSIONS 

There  are  two  main  conclusions  which  can  be  drawn  from  the  re¬ 
sults  of  this  research.  Firstly,  there  is  no  significant  difference 
between  the  personalities  of  the  students  who  dropped  out  of  the 
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M  E  L  A  B  training  program  and  those  who  did  not.  Secondly,  the 
reasons  students  gave  for  dropping  out  of  the  program  are  numerous. 
Because  there  was  no  significant  difference  between  the  two  groups, 
the  researcher  must  accept  the  null  hypothesis.  On  the  basis  of  the 
High  School  Personality  Questionnaire,  one  must  conclude  that  there 
were  people  in  both  groups  who  had  very  similar  personality  character¬ 
istics.  This  indicates  either  that  the  factors  of  personality  such  as 
perseverence ,  aggressiveness,  dominance,  and  maturity  had  no  bearing 
on  whether  or  not  a  student  dropped  out;  or,  the  stated  reasons  for 
dropping  out  or  staying  in  as  revealed  in  the  "M  E  L  A  B  Drop  Out 
Questionnaire"  outweighed  the  factor  of  personality  in  both  groups. 

On  the  one  hand  there  may  have  been  students  who  stayed  in  the  program 
who  were  not  persevering,  aggressive,  dominant,  or  mature,  but  who 
stayed  in  for  other  reasons.  These  reasons  may  have  included:  (a)  the 
prestige  of  the  program  affiliation  with  the  University,  (b)  personal 
friendships  established  among  stay  ins,  and  (c)  opposition  by  parents 
who  had  purchased  an  expensive  instrument.  All  of  these  reasons  were 
recognized  as  possible  limitation  factors  in  Chapter  I.  On  the  other 
hand  students  may  have  dropped  out  who  possessed  the  characteristics 
of  perseverence,  aggressiveness,  dominance  and  maturity,  but  these 
character  traits  may  not  have  been  directed  toward  their  musical  ex¬ 
periences.  They  could  have  possessed  these  traits,  but  their  loyalties 
were  directed  toward  other  activities  such  as  academic  success,  athle¬ 
tics,  working,  or  associations  with  a  peer  group  who  were  not  music 
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Since  no  correlation  between  drop  out  and  personality  has  been 
established  by  this  research,  one  is  led  to  conclude  that  the  stated 
reasons  for  dropping  out  are  more  important  to  success  prediction  than 
the  personality  factor.  This  is  in  agreement  with  the  Schweizer  and 
Arnold  studies  cited  in  Chapter  II.  Schweizer  found  that  extra-curricular 
activities,  pressure  from  academic  studies,  and  dislike  of  teacher  by 
students  were  the  main  reasons  for  drop  out.  Arnold  stated  that  there 
is  no  evidence  that  the  personalities  of  musically  talented  children 
are  different  from  those  of  other  children. 

The  results  of  the  drop  out  questionnaire  confirm  that  a  great 
percentage  of  students  dropped  out  because  of  the  time  required  of  them. 
Because  this  program  was  run  as  an  extra-curricular  activity  for  stu¬ 
dents,  it  necessitated  after  school  and  Saturday  morning  rehearsals. 

Had  the  program  been  operated  within  normal  school  hours  during  the 
week,  similar  drop  out  figures  would  not  likely  have  occurred.  This 
possibility  is  supported  by  the  research  of  Heller  (cited  in  Chapter  II, 
p.  22)  who  found  conflicts  of  scheduling  to  be  one  of  the  main  reasons 
for  drop  out  in  his  study. 

One  other  conclusion  might  be  drawn  from  Part  B  of  the  drop 
out  questionnaire.  Because  of  the  high  number  of  responses  to  the 
questions  on  the  reasons  for  leaving,  it  is  concluded  that  there  were 
a  large  number  of  students  who  had  suffered  anxieties,  frustrations, 
and  disappointments  while  participating  in  the  program.  Since  they 
were  given  every  assurance  that  their  answers  to  the  questionnaire 
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would  not  be  published  individually,  it  is  felt  that  this  allowed 
students  to  feel  uninhibited  in  their  response  to  the  drop  out  question¬ 
naire.  It  is  therefore  the  conclusion  of  the  researcher  that  dissatis¬ 
faction  of  students  with  some  phase  of  the  program,  rather  than  a  lack 
of  strong  personality  characteristics,  caused  the  majority  of  dropouts 
from  the  M  E  L  A  B  program. 

III.  REG  OMMENDAT IONS 

Recommendations  resulting  from  this  study  are: 

1.  The  study  should  be  replicated  to  determine  if  the  findings 

remained  the  same  if  some  of  the  limiting  factors  are 
held  constant.  Factors  to  be  considered  might  include 
conflict  of  students  time  with  other  activities,  pressure 
from  parents  and  teachers  regarding  academic  studies,  and 
socio-economic  status, 

2.  Since  the  greatest  drop  out  occurred  between  grades  seven 

and  eight,  special  counseling  should  be  carried  out 
with  students  during  this  transition  period.  As  well, 
teachers  need  to  be  more  aware  of  problems  of  students 
of  this  age  and  to  organize  and  administer  music  programs 
more  effectively.  Only  in  this  way  can  the  teacher  hope 
to  find  some  of  the  real  problems  which  students  are 
experiencing  during  this  period  and  try  to  solve  them. 

With  these  improvements  it  is  hoped  that  the  drop  out 


rate  will  be  lowered. 
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3.  One  of  the  prime  considerations  for  placing  a  student  on 

an  instrument  should  be  the  student's  own  choice.  The 
M  E  L  A  B  study  showed  that  18  per  cent  of  the  students 
volunteered  this  reason  as  one  of  the  main  reasons  for 
drop  out.  (Had  this  item  been  included  on  the  drop  out 
questionnaire,  a  greater  response  could  have  been  antici¬ 
pated.)  Hoffer  states  that  incidents  of  drop  out  among 
students  who  began  on  an  instrument  other  than  their 
first  choice  is  higher  than  normal.^ 

4.  Consideration  might  be  given  by  the  Faculty  of  Education 

to  providing  instruments  on  a  loan  basis  past  the  second 
year  to  see  if  this  would  lower  the  high  percentage  of 
drop  out  between  the  first  and  second  year  of  the  pro¬ 
gram. 


^Charles  R.  Hoffer,  Teaching  Music  in  the  Secondary  School 
(Belmont,  California:  Wadsworth  Publishing  Company,  Incorporated,  1965), 
p .  366 . 
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M  E  L  A  B  DROP  OUT  QUESTIONNAIRE  (  Part  A) 

You  were  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Music  Education  Laboratory 
(M  E  L  A  B)  program  sponsored  by  the  University  of  Alberta.  This 
questionnaire  asks  about  your  experiences  while  there  and  your  reaction 
to  the  program  while  you  were  a  member.  There  is  no  right  or  wrong 
answer  to  any  question  since  it  is  an  information  questionnaire  only. 
Please  answer  all  questions  accurately.  If  you  are  not  sure  of  the 
answer  or  do  not  fully  understand  the  question  please  raise  your  hand 
and  ask  for  clarification.  In  reporting  the  results  of  this  questionnaire 
your  name  will  not  be  mentioned  since  it  is  a  group  response  to  these 
questions  which  will  be  used  for  tabulation. 

Date _  1968 

Name _ Address_ _ 

School  Now  Attending _ in  grade _ Phone  no.  _ 

(A)  What  instrument  did  you  play  in  the  band  or  orchestra? _ 

(B)  How  long  were  you  a  member  of  the  group? _ Yrs.  _ ^Mos. 

(C)  What  year  did  you  begin  the  M  E  L  A  B  program? _ 

(D)  What  instrumental  group  were  you  in  when  you  withdrew?  (e.g.  senior 

band,  intermediate  strings  etc.)  _ 

(E)  Were  your  parents  in  agreement  with  your  dropping  the  program? 

Yes _  No _ 

(F)  Did  you  become  enrolled  in  any  kind  of  music  program  when  you  left 

MELA  B? _ 

(G)  Are  you  enrolled  in  a  music  performance  program  of  any  kind  at  the 

present  time? _ If  so,  what  kind? _ 
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M  E  L  A  B  DROP  OUT  QUESTIONNAIRE  (Part  B) 

FOR  THE  ITEMS  BELOW  CHECK  THE  STATEMENTS  WHICH  BEST  DESCRIBE  THE  REASON (S) 
FOR  YOUR  DROPPING  THE  MUSIC  PROGRAM  OF  M  E  LAB.  (YOU  MAY  CHECK  AS 
MANY  ITEMS  AS  MAY  APPLY  TO  YOU.) 


1. _ 

Preferred  to  work  after  school  hours,  and  therefore  could  not 
spend  time  in  band  and  orchestra  rehearsal. 

2. 

The  music  used  in  the  band  or  orchestra  was  too  hard. 

3. _ 

Because  of  too  few  public  performances  I  did  not  find  the  groups 
interesting . 

4. 

Not  enough  variety  in  activities  for  band  and  orchestra  people. 

5. 

Not  enough  variety  of  music  performed. 

6 . _ 

Required  too  much  time  for  practicing  outside  of  other  school 
requirements . 

7. 

Disliked  music  ins tructor (s)  one  in  particular  or 

most  all  of  them. 

8. 

Did  not  like  second  and  third  part  which  I  was  given  to  play. 

9. _ 

Quit  because  friends  not  in  band  and  orchestra. 

10. _ 

Teachers  demanded  too  much  perfection.  Wanted  everything  played 
perfectly . 

11. _ 

Lived  too  far  from  University  and  couldn't  afford  transportation. 

12. _ 

Cost  too  much  to  play  in  instrumental  music  groups,  for  example: 
cost  of  owning  instrument  after  the  first  year,  cost  of  special 
music,  repairs,  upkeep  etc. 

13. _ 

Ill  health  -  couldn't  play  instrument. 

14. 

Parents  insisted  that  I  quit  some  extra-curricular  activities 
in  order  to  have  more  time  to  spend  on  studies. 

15. 

Lack  of  individual  attention  given  to  students  (no  private 
lessons,  ensembles) . 

16. 

Too  many  junior  students  in  music  groups. 

17. 

Dropped  out  in  order  to  have  more  time  for  extra-curricular 
activities. 
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18. _  Music  groups  conflicted  with  my  interest  in  athletics. 


19. 

Dropped  out  in  order  to  upgrade  academic  subjects. 

20. _ 

Advised  to  drop  out  by  other  teachers  or  school  counselors. 

21. 

There  was  too  much  fooling  around  and  visiting  by  students  in 
the  groups. 

22. _ 

Advised  to  drop  out  by  one  of  the  M  E  L  A  B  instructors. 

23. _ 

Forced  to  drop  out  because  of  the  challenge  system  in  operation 
after  grade  nine. 

24. _ 

Instrumental  music  not  interesting  enough  for  me  to  waste  time 
participating . 

25. _ 

Band  and  orchestra  directors  did  not  have  enough  training  to  do 
an  interesting  job. 

26. _ 

Program  should  offer  a  greater  variety  of  courses  than  just 
band  and  orchestra. 

27. 

Would  you  recommend  that  your  friends  take  the  program  even 
if  you  dropped?  yes  no. 

28. 

Please  use  the  back  of  this  sheet  to  list  any  other  reasons 
you  might  have  had  for  dropping  band  or  orchestra  or  use  the 
space  to  comment  on  any  of  the  above  items. 

3  r  >  Ji4£.*iD3ni  xu.  rfiiw  barJ-iiliut  n  fc^f'c-ir,  oiswK  _ .81 

oifiiOOByc  3hB:r;'qu  03  u^b'iO  xrJ;  :ixro  bsqqo's^i  _ .91 

.a-jolsanuoa  locxbs  :ro  stforfcBsi'  tisri^o  yd  dr;o  qoub  od  bsp^vbA - .0£ 

xii  !5;Ji.fjbix:)i;  x<i  gniSAeiv  bnB  bxxxxc'aB  gn/r-tcoi  xlooxi:  ood  ew  o'isuT _ .i£ 

.  Bqiiotrj.  oxld 

.Bt;oJ3ix:id2Jii  8  k  J  3  K  sxb  io  sxjo  vd  .ntfo  qo'.cb  o:!  b^SavbA  _ .££ 

xjoiJiVjsqo  Xii  tmiRYS  ^gxisIlBrio  sxii  5o  sauB'.'Bd  :Jxxo  qo'if'  oi  bso'ixo^ _ . CS 

,£)/i.cjn  BfaB'.rg  :iBdia 

smii  s3aBv  od  ora  doi  dguons  gnidasdcsdni  don  oisum  I BdiiBraj-adanl  _ . fS 

.grj^d^x]lojfeqa»q 

ob  <id  gxiixxiBid  dgixorxB  svbi!  doxx  bib  23:odoo'j;ib  BixdesxiDdo  br.'B  bxi.B£  • 

.dot  gfxidao'JBdni  /ib 

dt.irt  n.nib  soB'iooo'  io  Y^^-dtxBV  :rsdB3:i;^  b  'jBiio  blucrla  luB'^goi^ _ .d£ 

.B'.rde£»riDdo  bnB  bxifcd 

xisv‘,.  ri:B:jgO‘jcq  9Xid  3?lBd  cbnsiob  -jrtxov  dxixb  bnocixnoosi  I'O-'c;  bluoW _ . 

.ox- _ ^^X _  S'bsqqoib  ixov  ii 

/'X . 

BjiOBBSd  dijrido  deil  od  dssxia  Bxxld  ?.o  j'oxid  oxld  obi;  sbbsI^ _ . “£ 

sdd  3aix  :fo  BadasxiD'xo  :to  hnBd  3xxiqqo:ifa  '.coBt  hRi\  .mVXxxI  dxi;xiri 

.e.modi  avodB  sx.’d  do  v;xJC  xio  dnornmoy  od  sobgb 


i  I 


imtymmtx  og 

of  $w:(md9xy  i:4«)c*tloa 


ISJL  h^9M.WX  Mao^orttotp 


Your  child  h««  to  be  cone(d«r»d  for  axenber^liip  In  «  lab* 

orACory  beod  bi^iog  recruited  by  the  University  of  Alberta  for  Ite 
progrea  in  teacher  educecioo.  Ttie  bend  ^il\  Include  fifty  gred«>  VII 
boye  end  glrla  to  be  eelected  in  a  prellmlnar/  teatlng  prograra.  Cett»iio 
facte  about  the  bard  vill  be  of  Intereet  to  yoa  aa  tha  parent  of  a 
potential  band  neaiber. 

i*  AlthcHxgh  the  main  purpofe  of  the  program  It  to  train  teacher  a 
Atai  not  public  service,  toany  advaotagea  vill  be  en Joyed  by  the 
youaig  people  <dvoaua  fot  moabcrahlp. 


2.  All  aqulpeii’Ot  vlLl  b«  loaned  to  band  member  a  fter  of  charge 
durio^  the  first  year  of  band  laatebershlp. 

Aithough  the  preferc'uce  of  the  individual  child  ulll  be  con* 
aldcred  aa  to  choice  of  lnsttumoii\t«  decialon  will  re«t  elth  tha 
band  offlclaia. 

4.  All  inatruetton  vlll  be  gl'^cn  by  ptofeacora  of  the  Unlvax  ilty  of 

AllMKrta,  SdtMDnton  School  Music  Teachara.  teechtfrs  in  training, 
and  otiter  competent  au  APPENDIX  B  -pointed  from  ttine  to  time  to 
undertaka  teaching  -ifialgnaients . 

f 

5.  Tha  program  la  for  beginners  in  bend  ouaic.  Prevloua  mast-cel 
expectance  ta  ag^  eoeentUl.  ll.w^er,  aince  the  fulfillment 
of  the  obligations  of  neoberablp^  will  be  very  tlaa  cnnaur-ilng , 
evidence  of  genotal  oo«Bputcnce  in  school  work  will  be  coqi*lred. 

6.  A  310.00  reglatration  fee  will  be  levied  fer  eeoh  child  accepted 
for  baud  BMOiberahip.  (WOTK;  tk>  not  send  tha  Cat  with  tlua 
questloDnalte.) 

7.  Aaalgnctenta  of  home  study  must  be  faithfully  coeipleted>  and  will 
h*i  «jcaalj\ed  several  tlmoa  during  the  y»aar  In  vive  voce  and  other 

teats. 

8.  fwnctual  and  riyuXay,  at  tendance  at  Jl4  ieHe«pali_ls_^?btlga^^ 

The  band  will  rvhearaa  every  Saturday  fron  9»00  a.m.  to  12:00  a.m. 
every  Uedotpday  ttm  i:00  to  7:00  p.m. ;  and  each  band  member 

will  receive  one  additional  otass  lesson  b«  hts  tnatfum«nt  ca<h 

week.  I 

/■ 

If  you'^wlah  to  arrange  for  yo*.'  child  to  be  Inciudsi  in  the  pre- 
lijplnary^ testing  prograat.  please  eesepletu  tha  accompanying  qucftiodnalre 


It  ahould  be  rccalv^*d  at  tin*  fellovi.ojj  address,  on  or  ba*»je’** 

Professor  Alan  A.  hislii 
Laboratory  Band  PnoJ|b/i 


prober  8th. 
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Application  for  Laboratory  Band  Program  Membership 


Your  child  has  asked  to  be  considered  for  membership  in  a  lab¬ 
oratory  band  being  recruited  by  the  University  of  Alberta  for  its 
program  in  teacher  education.  The  band  will  include  fifty  grade  VII 
boys  and  girls  to  be  selected  in  a  preliminary  testing  program.  Certain 
facts  about  the  band  will  be  of  interest  to  you  as  the  parent  of  a 
potential  band  member. 

1.  Although  the  main  purpose  of  the  program  is  to  train  teachers 
and  not  public  service,  many  advantages  will  be  enjoyed  by  the 
young  people  chosen  for  membership. 

2.  All  equipment  will  be  loaned  to  band  members  free  of  charge 
during  the  first  year  of  band  membership. 

3.  Although  the  preference  of  the  individual  child  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  to  choice  of  instrument,  decision  will  rest  with  the 
band  officials. 

4.  All  instruction  will  be  given  by  professors  of  the  University  of 
Alberta,  Edmonton  School  Music  Teachers,  teachers  in  training, 
and  other  competent  authorities  appointed  from  time  to  time  to 
undertake  special  teaching  assignments. 

5.  The  program  is  for  beginners  in  band  music.  Previous  musical 
experience  is  not  essential.  However,  since  the  fulfillment 
of  the  obligations  of  membership,  will  be  very  time  consuming, 
evidence  of  general  competence  in  school  work  will  be  required. 

6.  A  $10.00  registration  fee  will  be  levied  for  each  child  accepted 
for  band  membership.  (NOTE:  Do  not  send  the  fee  with  this 
questionnaire . ) 

7.  Assignments  of  home  study  must  be  faithfully  completed,  and  will 
be  examined  several  times  during  the  year  in  vive  voce  and  other 
tests . 

8.  Punctual  and  regular  attendance  at  all  rehearsals  is  obligatory. 

The  band  will  rehearse  every  Saturday  from  9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  a.m. 
every  Wednesday  from  5:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m.;  and  each  band  member 
will  receive  one  additional  class  lesson  on  his  instrument  each 
week. 

If  you  wish  to  arrange  for  your  child  to  be  included  in  the  pre¬ 
liminary  testing  program,  please  complete  the  accompanying  questionnaire 
It  should  be  received  at  the  following  address,  on  or  before  October  8th. 

Professor  Alan  A.  Smith 
Laboratory  Band  Project 
Faculty  of  Education 
University  of  Alberta 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
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A.  Application  made  for 


(Student's  Name) 


boy/ girl 


Student's  Address) 
Mr. 

by  Mrs. _ 


(Parent ' s  Name) 


(Student's  Phone  No.) 


(Parent's  Address)  (Parent's  Phone  No.) 

B .  Information  About  Prospective  Bandsman 

1.  Age _  2.  Grade _ 

3.  School _ 

4.  Home  Room  Teacher's  Name _ 

5.  Home  Room  Teacher's  Phone  No. _ _ 

6.  Is  he  engaged  in  part-time  work  (paper  route  etc.)  _ 

Give  details 


Would  his  part-time  work  interfere  with  his  band  attendance  or 
practicing  responsibilities _ 


7.  Has  he  studied  music  privately  (yes/no).  What  instrument? 


How  many  months _ _ _ 

Private  Teacher's  Name _ 

Private  Teacher's  Phone  Number _ 

8.  Has  he  taken  any  examinations  with  the  Western  Board,  Royal  Gon- 
servatory  or  other  school  of  music?  Give  details _ 
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C .  Information  About  Home  and  Parents 

1.  Mother's  Musical  Background _ 


2.  Father's  Musical  Background 


3.  Piano  in  the  home  (yes /no) 

4.  Record  collection  in  the  home  (yes/no)  Type  of  records 

5.  Is  there  a  car  in  the  family  (yes/no).  Should  you  child  be 

assigned  a  heavy  instrument,  would  you  undertake  to  transport 
it  to  and  from  rehearsals,  (yes/no)  Give  details  if  any _ 


6.  If  yoir  child  is  accepted  would  you  assimie  responsibility  for: 

(a)  His  punctual  and  regular  attendance  at  rehearsals  (yes/no)  . 

(b)  The  condition  and,  if  necessary  competent  repair  of  the 
equipment  loaned  to  him  (yes /no) . 

(c)  His  faithful  completion  of  home  practice  and  other  assignments 
(yes/no) . 

7.  Is  he  self-taught  on  any  instrument.  Give  details _ 


8.  Has  he  any  known  physical  infirmities  which  might  influence  his 

ability  to  play  certain  instruments  (asthma,  missing  fingers,  etc.) 
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FORM  A 

Second  Edition  (1963) 


WHAT  TO  DO:  You  have  a  Booklet  and  an  Answer  Sheet.  Write  your  name,  age,  etc.,  on 
the  Answer  Sheet  where  it  tells  you  to. 

We  want  to  know  what  sort  of  a  person  you  are.  The  paper  before  you  has  questions  about  your 
interests  and  your  likes  and  dislikes.  First,  we  shall  give  you  two  examples  so  that  you  will 
know  exactly  what  to  do.  After  each  question  there  are  three  answers.  Although  you  are  to 
read  the  questions  in  this  Booklet,  you  must  put  your  answers  on  the  Answer  Sheet,  alongside 
the  same  number  as  in  the  Booklet.  Read  the  following  examples  and  mark  an  x  for  your 
answers  on  the  Answer  Sheet  where  indicated : 

EXAMPLES: 

1.  Which  would  you  rather  do : 

a.  visit  a  zoo, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  go  up  in  an  airplane? 

As  you  see  from  these  examples,  there  are  usually  no  right  and  wrong  answers.  Each  person  is 
different  and  has  only  to  say  what  is  true  for  him.  You  can  always  find  one  answer  that  suits 
you  a  little  better  than  the  others,  so  never  leave  a  question  without  marking  one  of  the  answers. 

Inside  you  will  find  more  questions  like  the  ones  above.  When  you  are  told  to  turn  the  page, 
begin  with  number  1  and  go  on  until  you  finish  all  the  questions.  In  answering  them,  please 
keep  these  four  points  in  mind : 

1.  Answer  the  questions  frankly  and  truthfully.  There  is  no  advantage  in  giving  the  wrong 
impression.  Never  give  an  untrue  answer  about  yourself  because  you  think  it  is  the  “right 
thing  to  say.”  There  are  ways  of  detecting  such  unfair  answers. 

2.  Please  answer  the  questions  as  quickly  as  you  can.  Do  not  spend  time  puzzling  over  them. 
Give  the  first,  natural  answer  as  it  comes  to  you.  Some  questions  are  a  bit  similar  to  others  but 
no  two  are  exactly  alike  and  your  answers  will  often  differ  in  these  cases. 

3.  Use  the  middle  answer  only  when  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  lean  toward  one  or  the 
other  of  the  answer  choices.  In  other  words,  the  “yes”  (or  “a”)  or  the  “no”  (or  “c”)  answer 
should  be  used  for  most  cases. 

4.  Do  not  skip  any  questions.  Occasionally  a  statement  may  not  seem  to  apply  to  you  or  your 
interests,  but  answer  every  question,  somehow. 

If  there  is  anything  you  want  to  ask  about  what  you  have  to  do,  ask  now.  If  there  is  nothing 
now,  but  you  meet  a  word  later  on  you  do  not  understand,  stop  and  ask  then. 


2.  If  you  have  a  quarrel,  do  you 
make  friends  again  quickly? 
a.  yes,  b.  in  between,  c.  no. 

(or  uncertain) 
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1.  Have  you  understood  the  instructions? 

a.  yes,  b.  uncertain,  c.  no. 

2.  At  a  picnic  would  you  rather  spend  some  time : 

a.  exploring  the  woods  alone, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  playing  around  the  campfire  with  the  crowd? 

3.  When  you  write  an  essay  about  your  personal 
thoughts  and  feelings,  do  you : 

a.  enjoy  telling  about  yourself, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  prefer  to  keep  some  ideas  to  yourself? 

4.  When  you  do  a  foolish  thing,  do  you  feel  so  badly 
that  you  wish  the  earth  would  just  swallow  you 
up? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

5.  Do  you  find  it  easy  to  keep  an  exciting  secret? 

a.  yes,  b.  sometimes,  c.  no. 

6.  Compared  to  other  people,  do  you  make  up  your 
mind : 

a.  with  hesitation, 

b.  in  between, 

c.  with  certainty? 

'  7.  When  things  go  wrong  and  upset  you,  do  you 
believe  in : 

a.  just  smiling, 

b.  in  between, 

c.  making  a  fuss? 

8.  If  friends’  ideas  differ  from  yours,  do  you  keep 
from  saying  yours  are  better,  so  as  not  to  hurt 
their  feelings? 

a.  yes,  b.  sometimes,  c.  no. 

9.  Do  you  laugh  with  your  friends  more  in  class 
than  other  people  do? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

10.  Do  most  people  seem  to  enjoy  your  company? 
a.  yes,  a  lot,  b.  just  average,  c.  no. 

11.  Which  of  these  says  better  what  you  are  like? 

a.  a  dependable  leader, 

b.  in  between, 

c.  charming,  good  looking. 


12.  Do  you  sometimes  feel,  before  a  big  party  or 
outing,  that  you  are  not  so  interested  in  going? 
a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

13.  When  you  rightly  feel  angry  with  people,  do  you  ; 
think  it’s  all  right  for  you  to  shout  at  them? 
a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

i 

14.  When  classmates  play  a  joke  on  you,  do  you  I 

usually  enjoy  it  as  much  as  others  without  feel-  j 
ing  at  all  upset?  i 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no.  | 

I 

I 

1 

15.  Are  there  times  when  you  think,  “People  are  so  j 

unreasonable,  they  can’t  even  be  trusted  to  look  i 
after  their  own  good”  ?  ; 

a.  true,  b.  perhaps,  c.  false. 

I 

i 

16.  Can  you  always  tell  what  your  real  feelings  are,  > 

for  example,  whether  you  are  tired  or  just  bored  ?  j 
a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no.  j 

17.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  fair  chance  that  you  will  j 

be  a  well-known,  popular  figure  when  you  grow  ! 
up?  i 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no.  9 

18.  When  you  are  given  higher  grades  than  you 

usually  make,  do  you  feel  that  the  teacher  might  , 

have  made  a  mistake? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no.  | 

19.  Would  you  rather  be :  | 

a.  a  traveling  TV  actor, 

b.  uncertain,  a 

c.  a  medical  doctor? 

I 

20.  Do  you  think  that  life  has  been  a  bit  happier  and  ' 
more  satisfying  for  you  than  for  many  other 
people  ? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

21.  Do  you  have  trouble  remembering  someone’s 
joke  well  enough  to  tell  it  yourself? 

a.  yes,  b.  sometimes,  c.  no. 
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22.  Have  you  enjoyed  being  in  drama,  such  as  school 
plays? 

a.  yes,  b.  uncertain,  c.  no. 


23.  “Mend”  means  the  same  as : 

a.  repair,  b.  help,  c.  patch. 


24.  “Truth”  is  the  opposite  of : 

a.  fancy,  b.  falsehood,  c.  denial. 


25.  Do  you  completely  understand  what  you  read  in 
school  ? 

a.  yes,  b.  usually,  c.  no. 


26.  When  chalk  screeches  on  the  blackboard  does  it 
make  you  feel  odd? 
a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 


27.  WTien  something  goes  badly  wrong,  do  you  get 
very  angry  with  people  before  you  start  to  think 
what  can  be  done  about  it  ? 
a.  often,  b.  sometimes,  c.  seldom. 


28.  When  you  finish  school,  would  you  like  to: 

a.  do  something  that  will  make  people  like  you, 
though  you  are  poor, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  make  a  lot  of  money? 


29.  Do  you  dislike  going  into  narrow  caves  or  climb¬ 
ing  to  high  places  ? 
a.  yes,  b.  sometimes,  c.  no. 


>0.  Are  you  always  ready  to  show,  in  front  of  every¬ 
one,  how  well  you  can  do  things  compared  with 
others  ? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 


1.  Do  you  like  to  tell  people  to  follow  proper  rules 
and  regulations? 
a.  yes,  b.  sometimes,  c.  no. 


32.  Can  you  talk  to  a  group  of  strangers  without 
stammering  a  little  or  without  finding  it  hard  to 
say  what  you  w’ant  to? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

33.  Do  some  types  of  movies  upset  you? 
a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

34.  Would  you  enjoy  more  watching  a  boxing  match 
than  a  beautiful  dance? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

35.  If  someone  has  been  unkind  to  you,  do  you  soon 
trust  him  again  and  give  him  another  chance? 
a.  yes,  b.  perhaps  c.  no. 

36.  Do  you  sometimes  feel  you  are  not  much  good, 
and  that  you  never  do  arndhing  worthwhile? 

a.  yes  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

37.  In  the  first  grade,  did  you  always  go  to  school 
without  your  mother’s  having  to  make  you  ? 

a.  yes  b.  perhaps  c.  no. 

38.  Do  you  tend  to  be  quiet  when  out  with  a  group  of 
friends? 

a.  yes  b.  sometimes  c.  no. 

39.  Do  people  say  that  you  are  a  person  who  can 
always  be  counted  on  to  do  things  exactly  and 
methodically  (carefully)  ? 

a.  yes  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

40.  If  someone  puts  on  noisy  music  while  you  are 
trying  to  work,  can  you  still  go  on  working? 

a.  yes  b.  perhaps  c.  no. 

41.  Would  you  rather  spend  some  spare  pocket 
money  on : 

a.  a  popular  dance  record, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  a  book  to  show  how  you  can  earn  more  pocket 
money? 
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42.  Do  you  feel  hurt  if  people  borrow  your  things 
without  asking  you? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

43.  “Firm”  is  the  opposite  of : 

a.  hard,  b.  kind,  c.  loose. 

44.  “Rich”  is  to  “money”  as  “sad”  is  to: 

a.  trouble,  b.  friends,  c.  land. 

45.  Have  you  always  got  along  really  well  with  your 
parents,  brothers,  and  sisters? 

a.  yes,  b.  in  between,  c.  no. 

46.  If  your  friends  leave  you  out  of  something  they 
are  doing,  do  you: 

a.  think  they  made  a  mistake, 

b.  in  between, 

c.  feel  hurt  and  angry? 

47.  Do  people  say  you  are  sometimes  careless  and  un¬ 
tidy,  though  they  think  you  are  a  fine  person? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

48.  Have  you  ever  told  your  parents  that  some  teach¬ 
ers  are  too  old-fashioned  to  understand  modern 
young  people  like  you  and  your  friends? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

49.  Which  would  you  rather  be : 

a.  the  most  popular  person  in  school, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  the  person  with  the  best  grades? 


50.  In  a  group  of  people,  are  you  generally  one  of 
those  who  tells  jokes  and  funny  stories? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

51.  Are  you  usually  patient  with  people  who  speak 
very  fast  or  very  slowly? 

a.  yes,  b.  sometimes,  c.  no. 

52.  Are  your  feelings  easily  hurt? 
a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 


53.  In  a  play,  would  you  rather  act  the  part  of  a 
famous  teacher  of  art  than  a  tough  pirate? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

54.  Which  course  would  you  rather  take : 

a.  practical  mathematics, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  foreign  language  or  drama? 

55.  Would  you  rather  spend  free  time : 

a.  by  yourself,  on  a  book  or  stamp  collection, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  working  under  others  in  a  group  project? 

56.  Do  you  feel  that  you  are  getting  along  well,  and 
that  you  do  everything  that  could  be  expected  of 
you? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

57.  Do  you  find  yourself  humming  tunes  someone 
else  started  ? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

58.  When  a  new  fad  starts,  for  example,  in  dress  or 
way  of  speaking,  do  you : 

a.  start  early  and  go  along  with  it, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  wait  and  watch  before  deciding  if  you  will 
follow  it? 

59.  Would  you  like  to  be  extremely  good-looking,  so 
that  people  would  notice  you  wherever  you  go? 
a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

60.  Do  you  feel  that  most  of  your  wants  are  reason¬ 
ably  well  satisfied  ? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

61.  When  you  read  an  adventure  story,  do  you : 

a.  get  bothered  whether  it  is  going  to  end 
happily, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  just  enjoy  the  story  as  it  goes  along? 
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62.  In  dancing  or  music,  do  you  pick  up  a  new 
rhythm  easily? 

a.  yes,  b.  sometimes,  c.  no. 

63.  “Picture”  is  to  “scenery”  as  “novel”  is  to : 

a.  locality,  b.  history,  c.  book. 

64.  If  Joan’s  mother  is  my  father’s  sister,  what 
relation  is  Joan’s  father  to  me? 

a.  father,  b.  brother,  c.  uncle. 

65.  Do  you  often  make  big  plans  and  get  excited 
about  them,  only  to  find  that  they  just  won’t 
work  out? 

a.  yes,  b.  occasionally,  c.  no. 

66.  Can  you  work  hard  on  something,  without  being 
bothered  if  there’s  a  lot  of  noise  around  you? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

67.  Do  you  often  remember  things  differently  from 
other  people,  so  that  you  have  to  disagree  about 
what  really  happened? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

68.  Do  you  prefer  having  teachers  tell  you  how 
things  should  be  done? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

69.  When  you  are  ready  for  a  job,  would  you  like 
one  that : 

a.  is  steady  and  safe,  even  if  it  needs  hard  work, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  has  lots  of  change  and  meetings  with  lively 
people? 

70.  In  group  activities,  which  do  you  prefer? 

a.  to  be  a  good  leader, 

b.  in  between, 

c.  to  be  a  good  follower. 

71.  If  you  found  another  pupil  doing  a  job  you  had 
been  told  to  do,  would  you : 

a.  ask  him  to  let  you  do  it, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  let  him  keep  on  until  the  teacher  could  come 
to  decide? 

72.  Can  you  work  just  as  well,  without  making  more 
mistakes,  when  people  are  watching  you? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 


73.  When  you  see  something  very  sad  in  a  play,  do 
you: 

a.  find  it  hard  to  keep  the  tears  away, 

b.  in  between, 

c.  say,  “Oh,  this  is  just  a  lot  of  make-believe”? 

74.  Would  you  rather  spend  an  afternoon  by  a  lake : 

a.  watching  dangerous  speed  boat  racing, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  walking  by  the  lovely  shore  with  a  friend? 

75.  When  you  are  in  a  group,  do  you  spend  more 
time : 

a.  enjoying  the  friendship, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  watching  what  happens? 

76.  Which  of  these  changes  in  school  would  you 
rather  vote  for : 

a.  putting  slow  people  in  classes  of  their  own, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  doing  away  with  unnecessary  punishment? 

77.  When  things  are  going  wonderfully,  do  you : 

a.  actually  almost  “jump  for  joy,” 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  feel  good  inside,  while  appearing  calm? 

78.  Would  you  rather  be: 

a.  a  builder  of  bridges, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  a  member  of  a  traveling  circus? 

79.  When  something  is  bothering  you,  do  you  think 
it’s  better  to: 

a.  try  to  hold  it  until  you’re  in  a  calmer  state, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  blow  off  steam? 

80.  Do  you  sometimes  say  silly  things,  just  to  see 
what  people  will  say? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

81.  When  you  do  badly  in  an  important  game,  do 
you: 

a.  say,  “This  is  just  a  game,” 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  get  angry  and  “kick  yourself”? 

(End,  column  4  on  answer  sheet.) 
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82.  Do  you  go  out  of  your  way  to  avoid  crowded 
buses  and  streets? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

83.  “Usually”  means  the  same  as : 

a.  sometimes,  b.  always,  c.  generally. 

84.  If  all  firs  are  coniferous  trees,  and  all  coniferous 
trees  are  evergreens,  which  of  the  following  is 
true? 

a.  all  firs  are  evergreens, 

b.  all  evergreens  are  firs, 

c.  all  coniferous  trees  are  firs. 

85.  Are  you  satisfied  that  you  come  up  to  what  people 
expect  from  someone  of  your  age? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

86.  If  you  keep  breaking  and  accidentally  wasting 
things  when  you  are  making  something,  do  you 
keep  calm  j  ust  the  same  ? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no,  I  get  furious. 

87.  Do  you  tell  schoolmates  who  are  getting  too  noisy 
to  keep  quiet? 

a.  often,  b.  sometimes,  c.  seldom. 

88.  In  a  trip  with  naturalists,  would  you  find  it  more 
fun  to : 

a.  catch  birds  and  preserve  them  in  a  collection, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  make  artistic  photos  and  paintings  of  birds 
on  the  wing? 

89.  Would  you  rather: 

a.  read  a  story  of  wild  adventure, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  actually  have  wild  adventures  happen  to  you? 

90.  Are  you  “steady  and  sure”  in  what  you  do? 
a.  seldom,  b.  sometimes,  c.  always. 

91.  With  people  who  take  a  long  time  to  answer  a 
question,  do  you : 

a.  let  them  take  their  own  time,  however  long, 

b.  in  between, 

c.  try  to  hasten  their  answer,  and  get  cross  if 
they  take  a  long  time? 


92.  Do  you  sometimes  feel  unwilling  to  try  some¬ 
thing,  though  you  know  it  is  not  really  danger¬ 
ous? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

93.  Do  you  stand  up  before  class  without  looking 
nervous  and  ill-at-ease? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

94.  Which  would  you  rather  watch  on  a  fine  eve¬ 
ning  : 

a.  car  racing, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  an  open-air  musical  play? 

95.  Have  you  ever  thought  what  you  would  do  if 

you  were  the  only  person  left  in  the  world  ?  | 

a.  yes,  b.  not  sure,  c.  no.  | 

96.  When  you  have  to  wait  in  line,  do  you  often :  j 

a.  wait  patiently,  1 

b.  uncertain,  i 

c.  fidget  and  think  of  going  away  instead  of  1 

waiting?  ! 

97.  Do  you  wish  you  could  learn  to  be  more  carefree  i 
and  light-hearted  about  your  school  work  ? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

I 

1 

98.  Are  you,  like  a  lot  of  people,  slightly  afraid  of  , 

lightning?  i 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps.  c.  no.  : 

99.  Do  you  ever  suggest  to  the  teacher  a  new  sub-  i 

ject  for  the  class  to  discuss  ?  ! 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no.  j 

100.  Would  you  rather  spend  a  break  between  morn-  . 
ing  and  afternoon  classes  in : 

a.  a  card  game, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  catching  up  on  homework? 

101.  When  you  are  walking  in  a  quiet  street  in  the 
dark,  do  you  often  get  the  idea  you  are  being 
followed? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

(End,  column  5  on  answer  sheet.) 
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102.  In  talking  with  your  classmates,  do  you  dislike 
telling  your  most  private  feelings  ? 

a.  yes,  b.  sometimes,  c.  no. 

103.  When  you  go  into  a  new  group,  do  you : 

a.  quickly  feel  you  know  everyone, 

b.  in  between, 

c.  take  a  long  time  to  get  to  know  people? 

104.  Look  at  these  five  words :  mostly,  gladly,  chiefiy, 
mainly,  highly.  The  word  that  does  not  belong 
with  the  others  is : 

a.  mostly,  b.  gladly,  c.  highly. 

105.  Do  you  sometimes  feel  happy  and  sometimes 
feel  depressed  without  real  reason? 

a.  yes,  b.  uncertain,  c.  no. 

106.  When  people  around  you  laugh  and  talk  while 
you  are  listening  to  radio  or  TV : 

a.  can  you  listen  without  being  bothered, 

b.  in  between, 

c.  does  it  spoil  things  and  annoy  you? 

107.  If  you  accidentally  say  something  odd  in  com¬ 
pany,  do  you  stay  uncomfortable  a  long  time, 
and  find  it  hard  to  forget? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

108.  Are  you  known  among  your  friends  for  going 
“all  out”  for  things  that  take  your  fancy? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

109.  Are  you  best  regarded  as  a  person  who : 

a.  thinks,  b.  in  between,  c.  acts? 

110.  Do  you  spend  most  of  your  allowance  each  week 
for  fun  (instead  of  saving  much  of  it  for  future 
needs) ? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

111.  Do  other  people  often  get  in  your  way? 
a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

112.  How  would  you  rate  yourself? 

a.  inclined  to  be  moody, 

b.  in  between, 

c.  not  at  all  moody. 


113.  In  school,  do  you  feel  your  teachers : 

a.  approve  of  you, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  hardly  know  you  are  there? 

114.  Do  your  interests: 

a.  roam  widely  over  many  things, 

b.  in  between, 

c.  settle  strongly  on  one  or  two  important 
things? 

115.  Do  you  get  in  trouble  more  often  through  say¬ 
ing  to  a  group  wanting  to  do  something : 

a.  “Let’s  go !  ” 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  “I’d  rather  not  join  in”? 

116.  When  you  were  growing  up,  did  you  expect  the 
world  to  be : 

a.  more  kind  and  considerate  than  it  is, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  more  tough  and  hard  than  it  is? 

117.  Do  you  find  it  easy  to  go  up  and  introduce  your¬ 
self  to  an  important  person  ? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

118.  Do  you  think  that  the  average  committee  of 
your  classmates  often  makes  poorer  decisions 
than  one  person  would  do  and  also  takes  too 
much  time  ? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

119.  Do  you  usually : 

a.  follow  your  own  ideas  of  what  is  right, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  do  the  same  as  other  people? 

120.  Do  you  sometimes  go  on  and  do  something  you 
very  much  want  to  do,  even  though  you  feel  a 
bit  ashamed  of  yourself? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

121.  When  someone  is  disagreeing  with  you,  do  you : 

a.  let  him  say  all  he  has  to  say, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  tend  to  interrupt  before  he  finishes? 

(End,  column  6  on  answer  sheet.) 
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122.  Would  you  rather  live : 

a.  in  a  deep  forest,  with  only  the  song  of  birds, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  on  a  busy  street  corner,  where  a  lot  hap¬ 
pens? 

123.  When  a  new  teacher  comes  to  your  class,  does 
he  or  she  soon  notice  who  you  are  and  remem¬ 
ber  you? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

124.  Look  at  these  five  words :  below,  beside,  above, 
behind,  between.  The  word  that  does  not  belong 
with  the  others  is : 

a.  below,  b.  between,  c.  beside. 

125.  If  someone  asks  you  to  do  a  new  and  difficult 
job,  do  you : 

a.  feel  glad  and  show  what  you  can  do, 

b.  in  between, 

c.  feel  you  will  make  a  mess  of  it? 

126.  When  you  raise  your  hand  to  answer  a  question 
in  class,  and  many  others  raise  their  hands  too, 
do  you  get  excited? 

a.  sometimes,  b.  not  often,  c.  never. 

127.  In  school  would  you  rather  be : 

a.  a  librarian,  looking  after  the  reading  books, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  an  athletic  coach? 

128.  On  your  birthday,  do  you  prefer : 

a.  to  be  asked  beforehand,  so  that  you  can 
choose  the  present  you  want, 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  to  have  the  fun  of  getting  a  present  as  a 
complete  surprise? 

129.  Are  you  very  careful  not  to  hurt  anyone’s  feel¬ 
ings  or  startle  anyone,  even  in  fun  ? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

130.  If  you  were  working  with  groups  in  class,  would 
you  rather: 

a.  walk  around  to  carry  things  from  one  per¬ 
son  to  anothei^'^'^ 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  specialize  in  showing  people  how  to  do  one 
difficult  part? 

131.  Do  you  take  trouble  to  be  sure  you  are  right  be¬ 
fore  you  say  anything  in  class? 

a.  always,  b.  generally,  c.  not  usually. 


132.  Are  you  so  afraid  of  consequences  that  you 
avoid  making  decisions  one  way  or  the  other? 
a.  often,  b.  sometimes,  c.  never. 

133.  Do  you  have  periods  of  feeling  just  “run 
down”? 

a.  seldom,  b.  sometimes,  c.  often. 

134.  When  a  close  friend  prefers  someone  else’s 
company  to  yours  on  a  special  day,  do  you: 

a.  complain  to  him  for  neglecting  you, 

b.  in  between, 

c.  take  it  in  a  “matter  of  fact”  way? 

I 

1; 

135.  Would  you  like  better,  when  in  the  country:  1 

a.  running  a  class  picnic,  i 

b.  uncertain,  | 

c.  learning  to  know  all  the  different  trees  in  j 

the  woods?  j 

136.  In  group  discussions,  do  you  often  find  yourself :  | 

a.  taking  a  lone  stand,  j 

b.  uncertain,  | 

c.  agreeing  with  the  group?  I 

i 

i 

137.  Do  your  feelings  get  so  bottled  up  that  you  feel  ^ 
you  could  burst? 

a.  often,  b.  sometimes,  c.  seldom.  ; 

138.  Which  kind  of  friends  do  you  like?  Those  who 

like  to :  | 

a.  “kid  around,” 

b.  uncertain,  j 

c.  be  more  serious? 

139.  If  you  were  not  a  human  being,  would  you 

rather  be :  j 

a.  an  eagle  on  a  far  mountain,  ‘ 

b.  uncertain, 

c.  a  seal,  in  a  seal  colony  by  the  seashore? 

140.  Do  you  think  that  to  be  polite  you  must  learn  to 
control  your  feelings? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

141.  Do  small  troubles  sometimes  “get  on  your 
nerves”  even  though  you  know  that  they  are 
not  very  important? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 

142.  Are  you  sure  you  have  answered  every 
question? 

a.  yes,  b.  perhaps,  c.  no. 
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G.  R.  BROSSEAU 

CHAIRMAN 

H.  A,  MacNEIL,  M.ED. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

L.  J  SLAVIK 

SECRETARY. TREASURER 


TELEPHONE  •  429-2751 

9807-106TH  STREET 

EDMONTON,  ALBERTA 


January  23,  1968 


TO  THE  PRINCIPALS  CONCERNED: 

This  is  to  authorize  Mr.  F.  Deane  Jensen  to  visit 
the  Band  Students  of  M.E.X.A.B.,  presently  attending 
our  schools,  in  his  research  on  the  subject  of  Dropout 


in  instrumental  study. 
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3MONTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BOARD 


EDMONTON  PUBLIC  SCHHOOL  BOARD 

10010  -  107A  Avenue 
Edmonton,  Alberta 


Date:  January  26,  1968 


This  office  will  notify  the  principals  of  the  schools 
Mr.  Jensen  has  requested,  as  to  the  general  nature  of  the 
study  and  as  to  the  conditions  attached  to  Central  Office 
approval.  It  should  be  made  very  clear  to  Mr.  Jensen  that 
in  any  case.  Central  Office  approval  is  on  a  permissive  basis. 
Final  approval  rests  with  the  individual  principals. 

It  is  noted  that  a  number  of  separate  schools  are 
included  in  Mr.  Jensen's  proposed  sample.  We  are  assuming 
of  course,  that  he  will  have  to  make  additional  arrangments 
with  that  system,  with  respect  to  testing  time  and  the 
grouping  of  schools  in  terms  of  a  "central  testing  school." 
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][  \A  U>^'  ft<>perc»ont  of  Secondary 

Sdocttlon  At  th*'  Ualv«t«lty  vf  4fV«r5«.  t  hmva  raqu««t®d  perr»l»iton 
from  the  Public  ScKoc  I  «ndl  Kdiarmton  Separate  School 

Saitd  to  p3  into  dr^tai  of  tlw  >^ioc  %x^4  senior  high  school •  to 
edetnlster  a  <ptest  totttvalre  to  •  *iil«  .ctiu  group  of  etudente  vh^m 
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frea  adjaceat  achoola. 
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of  the  achool  co^o^’^ed  and  w  APPENDIX  E  principal.  It 
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haa  baan  auggea^d  rit^^t  ib«  tearing  parirni  »b.^ld  be  carried  out  d'ur* 
irv^  tha  period  becvoan  a  w.  anc^  7vJ4i  (tnoladtxrg  travel 

tiwe  when  nrcaaaaty). 
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area  act  at  a  ceiU«’al  taating  p^ca  end  atuOcn^a  frcMt  acKoola  cloaa 
CO  chla  be  aaVnd  to  cnrav  la  for  cht  teat.  The  total  teacltig  tlwe  ia 
about  forty  viantt^^ 
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_ _ _ ,  be  the  central  achool  and  that,  . 


be  the  fee<Uf  acliooli.  All  afudenta  Hated  under  rlta  u«der  echoo^U 
wCKiId  go  CO  Ch«  central  achool  for  teatlag.  If  Che  canoe  te  too 


11419  -  46  Avenue, 

Edmonton,  Alberta. 

February  7,  1968. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  am  presently  doing  research  in  the  Department  of  Secondary 
Education  at  the  University  of  Alberta.  I  have  requested  permission 
from  the  Edmonton  Public  School  Board  and  Edmonton  Separate  School 
Board  to  go  into  several  of  the  junior  and  senior  high  schools  to 
administer  a  questionnaire  to  a  selected  group  of  students  whom 
we  are  interested  in  testing  as  a  control  group.  The  names  of  stu¬ 
dents  in  your  school  are  attached,  along  with  the  names  of  students 
from  adjacent  schools. 

Approval  has  been  given  to  test  these  students  at  the  convenience 
of  the  school  concerned  and  with  the  approval  of  the  principal.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  the  testing  period  should  be  carried  out  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  between  11:45  a.m.  and  2:00  p.m.  (including  travel 
time  when  necessary)  . 

Since  small  numbers  are  involved  in  each  school,  it  has  been 
suggested  that  the  high  school  or  largest  junior  high  school  in  the 
area  act  as  a  central  testing  place  and  students  from  schools  close 
to  this  be  asked  to  come  in  for  the  test.  The  total  testing  time  is 
about  forty  minutes. 

As  the  largest  school  in  the  area  we  are  asking  that  _ 

_ ,  be  the  central  school  and  that  _ 

be  the  feeder  schools.  All  students  listed  under  the  feeder  schools 
would  go  to  the  central  school  for  testing.  If  the  distance  is  too 
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far  to  walk  or  the  weather  too  cold  students  should  take  the  nearest 
E.T.S.  transportation  and  bus  tickets  will  be  issued  by  the  tester  for 
th  e  two  trips  necessaiy  . 

The  suggested  starting  time  for  the  test  at  the  central  school 

_  has  been  set  at  _  on _ . 

All  feeder  school  students  would  probably  have  to  take  their  lunch  in 
order  to  arrive  at  the  testing  center  on  time.  All  students  should  come 
to  the  main  office  where  the  tester  will  take  them  to  the  test  room. 

If  the  suggested  time  does  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  all 
principals  concerned,  an  alternate  suggested  would  be  appreciated.  The 
enclosed  self-addressed  card  will  indicate  your  approval  or  disapproval 
in  this  regard.  Please  drop  it  in  the  mail  as  soon  as  arrangements  are 
completed  to  your  satisfaction. 

The  attached  list  of  students  from  each  school  will  indicate  to 
the  principal  of  the  testing  center  the  approximate  size  of  room  needed 
for  administration  of  the  test.  I  will  phone  each  school  concerned 
one  day  prior  to  the  test  day  to  remind  them  of  the  arrangements  and 
confirm  that  all  students  will  be  able  to  attend.  Should  you  wish  to 
contact  me  by  phone  for  any  reason  my  phone  number  of  432-3680  (P.M.  only) 
or  434=7392  (Evenings)  . 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  co-operation. 

Yours  sincerely, 

F.  Deane  Jensen, 

Graduate  Student, 

Department  of  Secondary  Education. 
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SAMPLE  OF  POST  CARD 
FOR  APPROVAL 


SENT  WITH  LETTER  TO  PRINCIPALS 
OF  TESTING  ARRANGEMENTS 


Please  check  the  arrangements  for  testing  as  suggested 
and  indicate  below  your  approval  or  disapproval.  Return 
post  card  by  mail  as  soon  as  arrangements  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  satisfactorily. 

Check  One 

_  I  agree  with  the  suggested  time  and  place  for  tes¬ 
ting  and  will  see  that  children  in  my  school  are  at 
the  testing  centre  on  time. 

_  I  cannot  accept  the  suggestion  in  your  letter. 

I  would  prefer  to  change  it  as  follows: 


(Time)  (Date)  (Place) 


(Signature) 


(Name  of  School) 


V  1^:' 


'I'f' 


-riTTlt 


F  \ 


0 


p 


W 


‘l 


9 


•  j  ■'1 


I- 


.*4 


Al 


